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LETTER XI. 


om Mrs. ORD to Miſs MARY ORxD. 


THINK, my dear, the ac- 
count I gave in my laft 
ter of the death of Maſter 
te, muſt greatly have affected 
u all; and will, I hope, 
Weply impreſs upon your minds 
e advantage of beginning early 
A 3 in 
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in life to truſt in God, and te 
obey his commands; ſince you 
ſee with how much compc 
ſute, with what great peace of 
mind, it enabled a child, like 
1 to take leave of all 
his dear and beloved parents 
and friends, and to be rejoicet 
at the thought of dying. Hoy 
much happier a ſtate was this 
than that of Mr. Lightly, whon 
I, a little while ago, likewiſc 
ſent you an. account of ? And 
who that ſaw theſe two people 
die, or read an account 0 
them, would ever, by tha 
. own folly, put themſelves into 
the dreadful ſtate of young 
Leghth, when it is in their 
power to inſure themſelves the 
| . peace 


pea 
Kit 
Go 
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peace and happineſs of Maſter 
ouMKite ? Yes, my dear children, 
God has been kindly pleaſed 
Wo put it in every body's power, 
keto die happily if they pleaſe. 
do not mean to be free from 
Wall bodily pain if they pleaſe; 
for no degree of goodneſs will 
cure us from ſuffering ſickneſs. 
But I mean, it is in every 


they ought, and carefully doing 
ndFtheir duty, to ſecure to them- 
Wiclves the love of God: and then 
they may be very ſure, that 
when once the pain of dying 


tolls over, they will ſuffer no 


more; but be much happier 


hs - 


one's power, by behaving as - 


for ever, than we can now ſup- 
poſe or think. And who, that 
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conſiders this, would grudge any 
pains to ſecure to themſelyes 
ſuch a glorious reward? 
When 1 think of the prod: 
gious joys which God has, in the 
Scriptures, promiſed to give al 
thoſe who continue faithful and 
good till they die, I am aſto- 
niſhed, how people can ever be 
ſo much their own enemies a 
to be wicked, and do what ſo 
kind a God has forbidden, ; 
Had God only commanded ui. 
to do ſome things, and avoid 
others, without promiſing us any 
reward for our obedience, or 
_ threatening us with any puniſh: 
ment for our ſins, I am {ure 
we ought to have obeyed bury 
| oi 


J 
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t, as he is our Maker, we 
Wrtainly ſhould do whatever he 
caſes, But when he has been 
kind, as to encourage us to 
good, by aſſuring us, that 
we will be ſo only for a 
years, during the time we 
Wotinue on earth, he will 
ake us for ever happy in 
even, and never ſuffer any 
dre uneaſineſs to come near 
: and that if we will nt 
ey him, but wickedly follow 
r own defires, and commit 
ole things he has forbidden, 
ſhall for ever loſe all hap- 


6 els, and be terribly tormented 
Hell. | 
fo When, I ſay, he has been ſo 


das to fore-warn us of theſe 


things, 
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things, can there be great 
folly, than to diſpleaſe fo yy 
and merciful a Being, by car 
mitting fin? Did we not dil 
ſee inſtances of wicked peop| 
one ſhould almoſt think it in 
poſſible for any to act ſo fo 
iſhly. | 

But you, my beloved childr 
I hope will behave otherwi 
and conſider the great impo 
ance of virtue now in the df 
of your youth. At preſent, 
truſt, you are free from 1 
great fin ; be careful, therefo 
my loves, to keep yourſel 
ſo. Let no perſuaſions of oth 
ever tempt you to do. or 
any thing you know to W- 
wrong, though they ſhould pil 

m 
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ſe you ever ſo great pleaſures 


ur regard, who would wiſh 
u to be guilty of a fn. For 
wiſhing you to do that, they 
huld have you do what will 
ke God angry with you: 
would pertuade you to 
ke your ſoul miſerable, for 
> ſake of ſome preſent plea- 
e. But can any pleaſure in 
s world compenſate for it? 


am ſure if you give your- 
enes time to confider, you 
ch@Þ2ot think it will. 


out perhaps they will tell 
., what they wiſh you to 


m and 


rewards for ſo doing: for 
dend upon it, thoſe can never 
your friends, or worthy of 


is of no great conſequence; 
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and that God will not be ang. 
for ſuch a trifle, But tf, 
is a very wicked, way of tall M 
ing, which none but naugh 
people ever uſe, who want 
make others as bad as then 
ſelves. Be aſſured, my dex 
nothing can poſſibly be of a 
fling nature, that is diſpleaſt 
to God, or that he hath fo 
bidden, I will give you ani 
ſtance of what ſad conſequen pr 
may come from ſuffering 0 
ſelves ever to do what we ku 
to be wrong, though the alk | 
may appear to be of no ſhhl 
portance.— - - Won 
I have this moment looked hid 
my watch, and finding it tot 
an hour later than I wy f 
| | ny 
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muſt immediately conclude : 
aving ſcarcely time to aſſure 
du how much I am 


Your affectionate mother, 


EL1z., Op. 


2 — . — — 


LETTER X01. 
From Mrs. OrD to Miſs MARY ORD, 


of WRITE again, my dear 
| Mary, to you, As ] © was 
bliged to leave off yeſterday 
ong before I intended it, or 


ad time to relate the account 
told you I would ſend you, 
f the terrible effects of doing 
us Vor. II. B WFong , 


14 .LEeTTER/s from a 
wrong, though the circumſtang 
may appear to/us but trifling, 
I remember once when I . 
young, and had a girl aboy 
my own. age come to play wit 
me, my mother left us a can 
dle in the room by ourſelves 
and bid us not touch it, or en 
move it from the place when 
ſhe ſet it: we both told he 
we would not; and ſhe wenn 
away. Soon after ſhe was gone 
we changed the game we wey 
playing at, and much wanted 
the table on which the candk 
ſtood. My companion was going 
to remove it; but I called out 
to her, and begged ſhe would 
| let it continue where it was 


till my mamma came back. 
4 D 
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"0 Do not you remember, 
aid I, © ſhe told us not to 
ouch it; and we ſaid we would 
t? « Pho nonſenſe!” replied 
e, „we did not know then 
e ſhould want the table; or 
ſhould not have faid ſo.” 
« Well!” returned I, “ you 
evertheleſs did ſay ſo; and ſurely 
on would not break your 
word, and be guilty of diſobe- 
tence.” Really, replied ſhe, 
F | ſhould neither call it break- 
g my. word, or diſobedience z 
Wor my part, I ſhould never 
Icruple doing ſuch a trifling 
hing as that; and I am ſure 
here can be no harm in it: 


It is quite nonſenſe to ſay there 
ies 


B 2 „Indeed,“ 


| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
? 


— 
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« Indeed,” ſaid I, I do orb 
think ſo. In my opinion theroy 
would be great harm in dun © 
what you ſaid you would 2, F 
and alſo what my mamma hi 
us not. And had ſhe not thought 
that ſhe might depend upon us 
and believe what we faid, | 
am ſure ſhe would not hay 
left the candle at alls 7 wil 
not, therefore, upon any account 
touch it; and I am ſure it will 
be wicked if you do.“ 

Wicked! ſhe replied in aſs} 
ſneering tone of voice, ** whatſÞic 
do you look upon it as wackedWiv 
to do ſuch a thing as that ? In 
all God's commandments I ne- 
ver heard that moving a cand{| 
from one table to another wa 


for- 


Not 
hen 
lain 
not ; 

bi 


on 


us, 
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rbidden; or that there was 
ny /n in it.“ | 
« How can you, ſaid I, 
Polly, talk in ſuch a maner ? 
r try to make a jeſt of what 
really ſerious? But if you 
ave read the commandments, 
ou muſt ſurely know that we 
re ordered to obey our parents; 
nd therefore it will certainly 
de wrong to do what my 
namma bids us not. And I 
m ſure likewiſe, all manner of 
alſebood and lying is ſtrictly fer- 
idden in the Scriptures; and 
herefore it muſt be yery wrong 
nd wicked to do what we ſaid 
re would not.” 
O0! well, you may call it 
hat you pleaſe,” ſaid ſhe; 
; B 3 „ 
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but I can never think ſuch & #; 
trifling thing as moving the cee 
dleſtick can be wrong; or thi: « 
God cares for ſuch little fault. 
as that; if it is any fault Shiſe 
all.” Dun 

« I am of a very different opat 
nion, replied I; God, I hayhi 
always been taught to belie wan 
cares for every thing we do, q tl 
ay, and obſerves all our ationFite: 
whether they are right or wron 
The Scriptures, I am ſure, te 
us that he does: they tell us 
that there is not a thought 
our hearts, or a word on oh: 
fongues,. which he Knoweth nol 
That the Lord knoweth our itt 
daun, and riſing up, and it 4 
quginted with all our ways lle 


W 
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| place can hide us, no darkneſs 
veal us from him; for to God 
y darkneſs and the liabt are both 
ile. And they tell us likes 
iſe, that we ſhall give an ac- 
punt to God for every idle, 
a is, every naughty word, 
hich we ſpeak. How then, 
ly, can you pretend to ſay, or 
think, that moving the candle, 
fter promiſing you would not, 
uu ſuch a trifle that God will 
ot care for it, or be angry? 
ry ſin is diſpleaſing to him; 
Wd it is impoſible for us to do 
hat we know to be wo 
ithout committing a in. 

ill not therefore, upon = 


Wnfideration, touch the candle 
till 


h 
c 
th 
wl 
W 


1 
120 
eve 
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till my mamma comes; and ie 
beg of you, that you will not. Nee. 


«It is ſuch nonſenſe,” ai 
ſhe, „to fancy God cares for 
the candles being moved, tha 
indeed I ſhall do it.” <o uy 
ſhe took it; and in reaching 
to put it upon the mantle- piece, 
ſhe poured the tallow all down 
her frock, and quite ſpoiled her 
ilk ſlip which was under it. Soon 
afterwards, my mother rang th 
bell for us to go up to te; 
and according to her uſual kind- 
neſs, ſhe commended us tforfipc 
being good children. 1 

« I am ſo happy,” ſaid ſhe, 
« in having ſuch a good gui 
for my child; who always mind 
whatever I ſay to her, and 

C 07166 


il 


nate 
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ries to give me pleaſure in 
rery thing ſhe can; and I. like- 
ile think it particularly fortu- 
ate, that ſhe has found ſo good 
play-fellow as you, my dear 
ly; for I do not think you 
yould commit ,a wrong action 
ny more than my own child.” 
Juſt as ſhe ſpoke theſe words 
ierflke happened to ſee the greaſe 
pon Polly's frock. «© O! my | 
lear,” - ſaid my mother, *© what ( 
De you done to your frock ? * 
10-ſow did you get all this greaſe 
forhpon it! gb 

Polly, aſhamed of acknowledg- 
g having done what ſhe was 
id not; conſcious that if ſhe 
d, my mother would no longer 
wok upon ber as deſerving of 


the 


— 


"A 
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the praiſes ſhe was juſt be 
ſtowing on her; to hide thi 
fault ſhe had already been guil 
of, committed another, and pc 
ſitively declared ſhe did n 
know how it came. * 

I was quite aſtoniſhed to he: 
her deny it; and yet fearful « 
_ offending her if I reproved he 


before my mother, I held nn 
tongue till we again returne'* 
down ſtairs to play: when en 
thus addreſſed her. Your confere 
duct this afternoon, my de 
Polly, has greatly ſurpriſed 2 de 
diſtreſſed me. I could not ha 
thought it poſſible for you il 
be guilty of ſuch crimes. Pe 


haps the lie you have now toll 
my mother, as it was only abt 


Pay 
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e candle, you may think a 
e, and of no conſequence; but 
aſſure you, I look upon it as 
very great fin, and I would 


e world. God, you may be 
rain, obſerved you; and is, 
u may aſſure yourſelf, highly 
(pleaſed with your behaviour. 
ly conſider what crimes you 
we committed this one after- 
on; you have done what you 
donlere ordered not + you have broken 
MF wrd by ſo doing; and to 
de it, you have told a direct 


1 And will God, do you think, 
pard theſe things as trifles 2 
o, no, Polly, no ſin is a trifle; 
is of great importance; and 
unleſs 


ft have committed it for all 
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unleſs you heartily repent, an! 
fincerely beg God's forgiveneſW01! 
and reſolve never to be guilthher 
of the like again, you may Mea 
very ſure that ſuch 7zrifles, ut! 
you think them, will at Med 
bring you to everlaſting miſeryWit 

Polly ſeemed much affected (food 
what I faid; and wiſhed Hop. 
had not done ſo. * But,” faſſÞgai 
ſhe, what could I do? vo 9! 
mother was juſt commendinſÞnd 
my good behaviour, and | cos 
not bear at that moment to Miffi 
her know that. I had not dead 
as ſhe bid me; for I tho ler 
then, ſhe would never have Whe 
good opinion of me again.” Wc 

% And well ſhe might noc 

faid I; „ but till, ſurely rin 


WC 


} 


yould have been better to have 
onfeſſed the truth, and aſked 
ger pardon ; and not added ſo 
greatly to your crime, by telling 
Aniber falſehood. But all pro- 
eds from thinking what you 
rſt did a trifle, and ſuch as 
od would not care about. I 
ope you will never do fo 
gain.“ 

She told me ſhe would not, 


el 
] 


vas ſent for home. Another 
lifficulty then aroſe, which ſhe 
ad not reſolution to overcome. 
fer own mother, the moment 
lhe ſaw her, enquired for what 
the had been crying? Aſhamed 
dnce more of telling all her 
times, conſcious how much ſhe 


— 
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nd wept moſt ſadly till ſhe 


Vor. II. E deſetved 


2&6 Larry e 


deſerved reproof for them, ſhe 
again endeavoured to ſcreen them 
by another falſehood:; and faid, 
ſhe was very ill, and had been 
fack all down her frock, and 
quite ſpoiled her ſlip. Her mo- 
ther told her ſhe was ſorry for 
her . illneſs, bid her not fret 
about her clothes, and adviſed 
her to go to-bed ; which ſhe 
very willingly did, as ſhe felt 
ſo conſcious of guilt, that ſhe 
was aſhamed to be ſeen by any 
one. 
After ſhe was in bed, ſhe re- 
flected on what ſhe had done: 
and her mind was ſo unealy, 
that ſhe could get but little 
reſt all night; and the thoughts 
of what ſhe ſhould ſay to me, 


in 
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in caſe I aſked her the next 
time I ſaw her, what ſhe told 
her mother, made her dread the 
approach of morning. However, 
morning at length came, and 
with an aching heart ſhe was 
obliged to ariſe, and again meet 
her mother; who very kindly 
enquired after her health, hoping 
ſhe was better than ſhe had been 
the night before; and aſked her | 
how ſhe had ſlept? To which, 
when Polly anſwered, ** the had 
ſlept but very poorly :* her mo- 
ther replied, ** I am very ſorry. to 
hear that; but I hope you will 
ſoon be better: after breakfaſt 
I am going out, and I will call 
upon your friend Eliza, and ſend 
her to play with you.” 

C 2 When 
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When Polly heard this, hi 
Was ſtill more diſtreſſed tha 
before; her conſcience ſeverel 
pained her for the falſities ſhi 
had already told, and yet ſhe 
could not endure the though 
of her- mother's coming to out 
houſe; as there ſhe would cer 
tainly diſcover all her lies, anc 


find out ſhe had not been fick 


as ſhe had ſaid. She therefore 
reſolved to add one more itorifi 
(which ſhe hoped would be the 
laſt) to thoſe ſhe had befor 


told; and therefore defired he 


mother not to call at our houſe 
as ſhe knew we were to go out 
early in the morning, and would 


not return till evening. 


He 


] 
ſuſ 
tru 
wit 
bu 
abe 
pet 
VI. 
na 
lee 
to! 
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Her mother, who did not 
ſuſpect her of ſpeaking an un- 
truth, accordingly returned home 
Without coming to fee for me: 
but ſhe had not been home 
obMabove ten minutes, before I hap- 
pened to call in to ſee them. 
Ars. H/atſon (for that was her 
name) expreſſed her ſurpriſe at 
ſeeing me, as her daughter had 
old her I was gone out. 
No, ma'am,” replied I, “we 
bad never any thoughts of being 
out to-day.” 

« No thoughts of it!“ ſaid ſhe, 
* why Polly did not you ſay Eliza 
would be out all day?” Polly 
coloured exceedingly, and ſtam- 
mered out, „I underſtood ſhe was | 
to be out,” 


C 3 Thus 


| was tempted to tell, in order | 
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Thus was ſhe drawn in 
another lie, even before ſhe b 
time to recollect herſelf. Buy 
my dear children, it would yd 
my letter to a length beya 
all bonnds, were I to relate i 
all the lies and deceits (| 


endeavour to hide her firſt tri 
fault (as ſhe called it) of movin 
the candle when ſhe was bi 
not. So impoſſible is it for pes 
ple to know where they hi 
ſtop, if once they ſuffer then 
ſelves to do any thing whid 
they know to be wrong. e 

Let me intreat you, therefomiſte 
my beloved children, carefully 
to keep from ever doing whalp”: 
you are conſcious you ought mage 


thoug 
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ugh the affair may appear 
be of the ſmalleſt conſequence, 
ce one crime always leads to 
other; and be aſſured, it is 

ch more difficult to ſtop at 
fault, than to keep free Folia 
Polly might very eaſily have 
Woided moving the candle; but 
er ſhe had done it, it was 
Wt % eaſy to forfeit my mo- 
er's good opinion by confeſſing 
r crime; and ſtill more diffe- 
was it, after ſhe, had told 
at lie, to tell her own mother 
extremely wicked ſhe had 
Wen by ſo doing. Then again, 
er the had encreaſed her crimes 
another falſhood, ſhe was ſtill 
We /bamed of acknowledging 


em; and ſo went on, adding 


n 
kt 7 
—— — — — — — —— — — — — — — 


fin | 
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fin to fin, in order to hide Hl, 
fault by another, till ſhe or 
came very wicked indeed, fer 
very unbappy. iti. 

And ſo depend upon it, ca 
dears, in every inſtance througſſou 
life it will always be; a 
thoſe who will ſuffer them 
| ſelves to do any thing, whi 
they know they ought ct, on 
becauſe the fault appears but 
little one; will not be long 
fore they will likewiſe perm 
themſelves to practice all crime 
let them be as great as the 
will. Be perſuaded then, m 
dears, if ever you wiſh to 
happy in this world, if you wile 
to be eſteemed and loved bl 
good and wile people; but 4 0 
I a 


. 
* 
* 
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5 if you wiſh to ſecure the 
wor of your God,. and receive, 
ter this life is paſt, the ever- 
ſting joys of Heaven, and to 
ſcape the tortures of Hell; if 
ou wiſh for theſe things, I 
ay, be perſuaded at all times 
> behave in the % manner 
ou can, and upon no conft- 
eration whatever, either to do 
r fay what your conſcience 
Hells you to be wrong. 

I have ran this letter to a 
rodigious length; but if it is 
ore than you like to read at 
once, you will, I ſuppole, leave 
ff till you are reſted, and then 
begin again: but I hope you 
ill endeavour to remember its 
ontents, and profit from the 


{ad 


Of 


7] t 


0 


1 
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ſad example of Polly Watſon. M a0 
papa deſires his love to you: and 
and believe me, my beloy | bi 
children, to be 


N 


| . 


, 


Your ever tender, p 
> ſu 
And affectionate motly 


por 
EL1z. OI 
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Mrs. ORD to Miſs HAN NAH Onn, 
| \ 8 I have nothing very pi 


ticular or entertaining 
relate to you, my dear girl, 
will tranſcribe another chapt 
from Mr. Newton's admiral 


little book; and I hope you t 
I 


\ 


rt 


b 
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as much attention to what 
end you from that, as if it 
| been written on purpoſe for 
u; for always remember what 
ſo frequently tell you, that 
> ſubject of religion is of equal 
portance to every body ; and 

who now read this, will by 
qd be expected as much to 
fit from it as the little New- 
willy for whoſe uſe it was 
ncipally intended. 


0 


0 


dll 


RD, 


PHAPTER W. 


Hatſoever good thing any 
man doeth, the ſame ſhall 
ap receive of the Lord, whether 
lag be bond or free.” 
u: 


1 | 


7 
8 


il, 


4 This 


that is impoſſible; it is neceſlaqſſeral 
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«« This text of Scripture, n 


c 
dear children, appears ſo M od 
tremely plain, that it ſcarcely iſ: 
quires any thing to be faid s 
way of explanation of it. Bt 
as ſuch. young folk as you, 1 
ſometimes apt to . miſtake t 
meaning of particular words, What 
may not, perhaps, quite compifſÞÞn 
hend what the expreſſion meaſHin: 
of a man's receiving the ive 
from the Lord, for whatſoe ore 
good thing he doeth. r ff 

« How (perhaps you may e, 
quire) wal” ow man have Wh; 
Jame again done to him by f th 
Lord? But the meaning of thead 
words is not that he ſhall "en! 


ceive juſt the fame things, Wer 


V. 


\ 


MoTHER to her CHILDREN, 37 


order to a perſon's being 
pod, to pray to God, to be- 
te in him, and depend upon 
is mercy; but he caunot ex- 
et that God will, in return, 
this to him. The meaning 
the text, therefore, is, that 
hatſoever good things any per- 
dn doeth, for thoſe ſame good 
ings they ſhall be ſure to re- 
ive a recompence from the 
ord, whether they be bond 
r free; that is, whether they 
re ſervants or maſters, Por or 
ch; for that is the meaning 
f the expreſſion, © bond or free.” 
nd what a glorious encourage- 
ent is this to all people to make 
emſelves diligent in their ſe— 
ral duties; to know that God 
A will 


alſo, reſtrain from committing 


it. If at any time we find i 
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will certainly obſerve all the 
do, and one time or other 
ſure to reward them accorl 
. 2. 

When we conſider this, m 
children, we ſurely ſhall 10 
mind the trouble we may ng 


ſometimes find in performing ou on 
duty; but with cheerfulneſs M 
thoſe things which we. Knoten 
God chooſes to have done: an( "th 


any thing diſpleaſing to hin 
though it may appear ever { 
pleaſant, or our companions try 
ever ſo much to perſuade us tc 


difficult to do what is right, le 
us aſk ourſelves theſe few ealy 


queſtions; and fay, Is this, which 
I know 
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know to be my duty, beyond 
y power to perform ? Is it im- 
lle for me to do it? If I 
e pains and try, ſhall I not 
> able to accompliſh it? And 
ill not that be pleaſing to 
od? And ought I not to do 
hatever God pleaſes ? 
« Aſk yourſelves, my dear chil- 
ren, theſe few queſti ns, and 
our own conſciences will at once 
form you how you ought to 
ct. Your own hearts will tell 
ou, that you have power, and 
hat it is very pible for you 
) do as you ought; and if you 
le pains and try, you will cer- 
unly be able. By ſo doing 
ou will ole eaſe God, who con- 
patly watches all your actions, 
D 2 and 
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and has promiſed, to reward you 
for eyery right thing: and if 
the diffiulty ſhould. be greaty 
ſo much the greater ſhall he 
your reward after death in th 
kingdom of Heaven. 
Let theſe thoughts then 
frequently be in your minds; 
but be ture always to recolle& 
them, whenever you feel your: 
| ſelves inclined to neglect, d 
| omit your duty, becaule it ap- 


pears to be difficult. If, for ink 
ſtance, any of your companion 
| have offended you, and you find 

it a difficult, diſagreeable matter 
to make up with, and be civil 
and kind to them as you uled 
to be; reaſon with yourſelves in 


ſome ſuch manner as this. , 
: Is 
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; true theſe perſon have been un- 


ed of ſpeaking good-humour- 
dly to them, I would rather b 
rols, and try to affront them 
s much as they have me- | 
hould now take more delight 
n being ill- natured and ſpiteful, 
han in forgiving them, and 
alking to them as if they had 
ot offended me. But it will 
ot be riebt to act ſo towards 
hem; I therefore will not do 
t. God has commanded us to 
* [ove one another,” and to for- 
moe every injury. I will there- 
ore obey the command of . God, 
ind directly behave with the 
ame good-humour as if nothing 
had happened to vex me; and 


© 2 though 


tind to me; and I feel, that in- 


2 
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though 1 may find it difficult tg 
do this, {till I wW/ do it; and Gu 
has kindly promiſed} to reward 
me hereafter, for obeying | 
commandments, 

„ Reaſon, my loves, upon ever; 
occaſion in this manner, and yo 
will then never do amiſs. Shout 
the orders of your parents, 0 


ſuperiots, at any time appear e k 
you hard, unreaſonable, or difiWow 
cult to be complicd with; ill 
collect that it is your duty to obeylile 
them, that God has commandWorld 
it, and will e reward youlWi11 1 
for it. Were! 
„Or, ſhould you, at any tim Meir 
have it in your power to he her 
other people, and yet be unwillig; anc 
to do ſo, becauſe it would give ere. 


troubk 
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rouble, or put you to ſome ex- 
hence; remember, that it is your 
y to do all the good to your 
low creatures you poſſibly can; 
hat God has ſo commanded you, 
d will hereafter reward you for 


% And what encouragement, 
y dears, 1s this for all people to 
> kind, dutiful, and good; to 
ow that if they are fo, they 
ill not only gain the love of all 
le and good people in this 
orld, and be much happier 
ülſt they live; but will alſo 
ereby inſure the approbation of 
0 God, who will, for ubat- 
” good things they now do; 
Bing life, which is to laſt 
erer, reward them with joys 
greater 


- — — 
1 — — n <n 
—— —— — — — 
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Ful, or criſs, or quarrelſome, d 


greater and better than they cat 
now even fancy or think of. 
O] my beloved children, hoy 
kind and good is our God! To 
reward us for doing thoſe things, 
which it is our own intere 74 
perform; and which if we do nt 
perform, we can never be toleif 
rably happy any part of our lives 8's" 
For though God is ſo merciful 118 
and kind as to reward us for be 
ing dutiful to our parents, 8 
ay be aſſured it is much to o 
preſent advantage to be ſo; finct rele: 
no undutiful difobedient child els | 
can ever be happy or comfortable” *- 
upon earth; neither can any fret "uy 
eavo 
revengeful perſon ever feel com. 


tortable or happy whilſt they J y C 


0; yet God has likewiſe aſſured 
s, he will reward us after death, 
or governing our tempers and 
chaviour in ſuch a manner, as 
vill even in this life greatly pro- 
note our eaſe and quiet. 
« Who therefore would not 
ove, and ſtudy at all times to pleaſe 
p good, ſo kind, ſo merciful a Being. 
tis from the bounty of God, we 
ceive every bleſſing we enjoy: 
e gave us our lives, and it is by 
i conſtant mercy they are ſtill 
reſerved unto us; and his kind- 
eſs will harcafter beſtow upon 
never ending happineſs, if we 
ll but obey his laws, and en- 
evour at all times to keep his 
mmandments. Be thankful then, 
y children, to ſo good a God, 
be 
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be obedient unto him, n 
ſpeak good of Mis name.” 

have now finiſhed another of 
Mr. Newton's chapters, I will 
therefore put a concluſion to thi 
letter, with once more only be 
ſeeching you to read with atten- 
tion what I have written, and to 
endeavour to obſerve all the good 
advice therein contained. Then, 
my dear children, will you pak: 
through this life comfortable and 
happy in yourſelves, loved ant 
eſteemed by all, be bleſſings 
your parents, uſeful members ol 
ſociety, and at laſt, when Got 


ſhall ſee fitting to call you ouf, ” 
of this life, may meet death with F 1 
out fear, and riſe again to 4 E. 


happy and glorious immortality 


That 
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bat you may behave ſo, as to 
ain ſuch felicity, is the ardent 
dnſtant prayer of, 


Tour affectionate mother, 


; ELIZ. OR p. 


burt A XIV: 


Mrs. ORD to Maſter Tromas Os. 


A SJ know you will expect a 
letter from me this week, 
will embrace the preſent half 
bur, fearing it will be the only 
portunity I ſhall enjoy for 
Wc days of writing to any of 
u; and as I dare ſay you are 
more 
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more deſirous of receiving far 
ther tranſcripts from Mr. Na 
ton's good little book, than ( 
merely being informed whom y 
have viſited, or whom we ha 
ſeen; I will not delay anothg 
moment, but haſten to copy 


CHAFTFT F-R--16 
| 3 HE that doeth wrong ſh! 


| receive for the wron 
which he hath done; and tha 
is no reſpect of perfons,” 

In my laſt chapter, my de 
children, I endeavoured to exal 
you to the love and chedience Wt, 
God, from the conſideration oel! 
his great goodneſs, and the met! 
wards he hath mercifully proiny Ve 
Aer f 


al 


ny 
erec 


[t 
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ed to give all thole who obey 
im; for, whatſoever good thing 
ry man dacth, the ſame he ſhall 
xerve of the Lord, whether be 


ng of which words I then en- 
leavoured clearly to explain to 
ou; and I hope, made your 
oung hearts glow with grati- 
ude and thankfulneſs for his 
nfinite mercy towards you. 

« In the preſent chapter, my 
ears, I ſhall conſider the words 
another text, not leſs neceſ- 
ry to be obſerved and remem- 
ered by all people than the 
ſt, ſince the Lord hath as poſi- 
vely declared, that He that 
beth wrong, ſhall receive for the 
Vor. II. E wrong 


| —  _ 


bond or free.” The mean | 1 


20. :; L8T TERS: frown; s 
wrong which he hath done, and 
there is no reſpe& of perſons,” 

The meaning of the wordz, 
* there is no refpeet of perſau, 
is the ſame as was in the [af 
text, the words © whether they le 
bond er free, that is, whether 
they be poor, or rich, ſervants, or 
maſters, parents, or children; what. 
ever rank or ſtation any perſon 
is in, ſtill is he bound to keep 
the commandments of God; x 
there certainly will come a time, 
when every body ſhall be either 
rewarded or puniſhed, according 
to the good or evil they hai 
done. 


« And who that conſiders this 
would ever be ſo fooliſh, as for 
the ſake of ſome preſent ple 


be | 
this 
lin j 
on] 
hap 
mai 
bin 
me 
eth 
me 
dor 
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ſure, to forfeit the favour of 
od, and conſequently all thoſe 
brerlafting joys which he hath 
rromiſed to give to the righte- 
dus? Who, I fay, that has any 
ſenſe, and conſiders things at all, 
would be ſo fooliſh as to loſe 
ternal happineſs, for the ſake of 
any pleaſure which can poſſibly 
be found in this fhort life? But 
Dis is not all the ſad effects of 
lin; for a wicked perſon doth not 
"Wonly forfeit the great and laſting 
happineſs of Heaven; but alſo 
makes God angry, and ſecures to 
himſelf the great and /a/ting tor- 
ments of Hell; for he that do- 
eth wrong, ſhall receive puniſh- 
aut for the wrong that he hath 
"> 


E 2 % Yes, 


1 : 
= * * 


' 
| 
[ 
* 
? 
1 
„ 
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Les, my children, be aſſure 
God obſerves every wrong thing 
which any. perſon doeth, and yill 
moſt undoubtedly puniſh hin 
for it after this life is over, un 
leſs he /incerely repents, and 
carefully avoids doing the fam 
for the future. God is a mol 
kind and merciſul Being, and would 
much rather that ll his crea: 
| tures ſhould be good, and com 
| to everlaſting happineſs, than by 
being wicked, make it neceſſary 
for him to puniſh them. 2 

« But if notwithſtanding all 
the warning of the ſad conſe: 
quences of fin, given us in tht 
Scriptures; people will be ſo ob- 
ſtinate as to continue wicked, and 


do thoſe things, for which Got 
hath 
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ath declared, they ſhall certainly 
e puniſhed; if, I ſay, people 
ill be ſo wicked, it then ſurely 
but 7½ that they ſhould ſuffer 
hat puniſhment they would not 
We perſuaded to avoid. And ſuf- 
er it they moſt undoubtedly 
ill, for “God is not a man 
hat he ſhould lie, or the ſon of 
an that he ſhould repent.” 
hat is, God doth not as ſome 
people do, ſay what is not true, 
and only threaten puniſhment 
falſely, without intending to ex- 
ecute it; neither doth he repent 
of what he hath once ſaid; that is, 


is called, and which is very com- 
mon for mankind to do: but all 
bis promiſes are ſure, and we 


d 
j 
| 


* 
Jv F 


he doth not alter his mind, as it | 


E 3 may 


54 LETTERS from a 
may ſooner expect the why 
univerſe to paſs away into notlin 
than that any cxe of the pu 
miſes of God ſhould fail of be 
ing fulfilled. E 
«© What conſtant care then, n 
dears, ought we all to take, new 
to commit any action, or f 
any word which we know to þ 
diſpleaſing to him. And ſure 
nothing can ſo much keep ui 
from falling into fin, as the 
thought that we ſhall hereafter bt 
obliged to give an account to God 
for every thing we now do. And 
can you ſuppoſe it will then be 
any excuſe for having committeqter 
fin, to ſay, I knew that ſuch an ac te. 
tion Was wrong; but my compaq er 
nions perſuaded me to do it; Hie 
g knew 
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new that it was contrary to the 
ymmand of God, and what be 


lad declared he would puniſh ; 


ut my companions told me it was 
trifle, a thing of no conſequence, 
nd ſo 1 complied with their de- 
re! Or, I knew it was wrong, 
y conſcience condemned me for 


but I very much wy/bed for 


, I thought I ſhould like it, 
nd therefore I did it. 
« Can ſuch excuſes as theſe, do 
du think, plead for forgiveneſs 
God? or can any thing be a 
ſicient excuſe for tranſgreſſing 
is laws? No, my dear chil- 


ren, no temptation ought- to 


eval upon us to commit fin; 
or can any misfortune in this 
5" be half ſo terrible as the 


conſciouſneſs 
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conſciouſneſs of guilt, and t 
thoughts of having, by our ow 
folly, expoſed ourſelves to 4 
thoſe tortures which God has de 
clared ſhall be the portion of t 
wicked in the world to come, 
e Death is always uncertain 
nobody knows how ſoon they ny 
bo cut off; thouſands of peoyl 
have died in a moment's time 
without any ſickneſs to wat! 
them of its approach: and 
any thing we know to the con 
trary, you and I may do ſo tov 
and although we are now in god 
health, before the next hour, » 
may have breathed our laſt, an 
have no longer any opportunt 
of doing thoſe things which a 
pleaſing to God, J 
1 
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« But ſuppoſing we ſhould not 
E ſo ſuddenly, ſtill, it is quite 
certain when we ſhall be taken 
om this world. All ages are 
ble to death; young people die 
well as old. And think how 
ible it muſt be to thoſe who 
e conſcious they have not en- 
avoured to be as good as they 
gbt to be. O! what diſtreſs 
uſt they be in, when they con- 
ler, that upon leaving this life, 
dey will leave every enjoyment 
hind them; and endure all thoſe 
ans and torments, which they 
Wwe taken no pains to avoid. 
low will they then wiſh they 
ad been wiſe ſooner, and whillt 
ey had time, employed it in a 
ettet manner. Every fault they 
have 
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have ever committed, will the 
add to their diftreſs, as they f 
be ſenſible it will hereafter a 
to their puniſhment; and the 
own hearts will tell them, th 
they well deſerve to be puniſh 
for having diſobeyed the co 
mands of (o god and hind a Bei 
as the Lord; who gave them la 
eaſy to be obeyed, and whit 
had they minded, would ' ha 
made them not only more co 
fortable in this world, but e 
nally happy in that which is! 
come. 
« But it is impoſlible for it 
to deſcribe the ſad terrors of min 
-which wicked people are in whe 
they come to die: it is far wort 
than any thing you can imagine 


2 
U 
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perſuaded then, my dear chil- 
n, to live in ſuch a manner 
never to feel it; now in the 
vs of your youth, be careful at 
times to obey God, and keep 
commandments to the beſt of 
ur power; or if you ſhould 
er be ſo unhappy in any de- 
e to tranſgreſs, be heartily ſorry, 
| ſincerely pray to God to for- 


ö e you; and be doubly careful 
ec to do the like again; for it 


a ſign of a bad heart when 
ople repeatedly commit the 
e fault; ſince having fallen 
o it once, ſhould put them 
en more than common upon 
eir guard againſt it for the 
lure. . 


11 4 0 
it. a 1 


Conſider, 
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«« Confider, my dears, whillffkev 
you have now been reading; co nbo 
ſider the ſad, ſad conſequences 
fin, and be more careful to ayg 
offending God, than you wou 
be to avoid the greateſt ſuffering 
upon earth, ſince you may « 
pend upon it, He that doet 
wrong, ſhall-receive for the wro 
which he hath done, and the 
is no reſpect of perſons.” 

Adieu, my children, your pa 
(who deſires his love to alt 
you) is waiting for me whilf 
conclude this; but I was un 


Fro 


o K 


willing the next poſt ſhould of tt 
out, without your receiving ad 
letter from me, with a farhq{ig! 
copy from the. little book, a b 
| 10 a ou 


V 
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| kewiſe to aſſure you with what 
nbounded affection I remain 


Your indu/gent mother, 


| EL1z. ORD, 


LETTER X. 


From Mrs. OR p to Miſs Mazy OrnD, 


HANK you, my dear girl, 
for the picture you were 
o kind as to ſend me; indeed 
think it a very pretty one, 
nd ſhall certainly value it very 
ighly as your preſent. I wiſh 
had any thing here which 
ou would like, to ſend back 
. in 
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in return: little folk of 50 
age, I know, are always ven 
fond of pretty things, and 18 
things; even though they are q 
no manner of uſe. But, ala 
I have nothing either pretty, 
new to ſend you; though, 
you are all ſo fond of reading 
and have ſenſe enough to wi 
to be inſtructed in your duty 
I think the extracts I write ya 
from Mr. Newton's book, mul 
be very acceptable to you: 
will, therefore, proceed with m 
copying, and ſend you the na 
. which is as fon 


0 HA P T E R KW 


Emember the Sabbath 


6 to Keep it holy. 
4 T his 
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« This, my dear children, is 
politive command which was 
ven by God, and is neceſſary 
o be obſerved by all who with 
9 pleaſe him, or lead virtuous 
res. And it is a fad thing to 
bink, how many people there 


his important duty: but as I 
ave, often told you the faults 
f others will be no excuſe for 
, I will endeavour to inform 
ou in what manner the Sab- 
ath-day ought to be ſpent. 

„God has, in the fourth com- 
andment, ordered all manner 
pf work to be laid aſide on the 


g 


- 


all it;) but he did not com- 
and this with a deſign. that 
s F 2 man- 


re in the world, who neglect 


dabbath, (or Sunday, as we now 
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mankind ſhould. paſs. that dai 
in /ſath and idleneſs. On the con 
trary, he intended it ſhould þ 
ſpent in prayer and reading, ur 
all other holy employments 
and that we might be the bett 
able ſo to ſpend it, he order erer 
all manner of worldly. buſine 
to be left off, that we mig 
not have any interruption: to o 
devotions. 5 RE 

If, therefore, all e in is 
ba omitted on that day, that i 
may not take up our time, 0 
call off our thoughts and at 
tention from God, and ferioud 
ſubjects; ſurely dr nerf 10ns, v1/itnuY 
and pleaſures, are ſtill more im 
proper for that holy ſeaſons" 
do not mean that people r 


pe 
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ppear grave and melancholy, and 
ot talk and be cheerful on a 
Sunday; for that would be as if 
ur religion was diſagreeable to 
s, and we were forry to ſerve 
od. But there is great dif- 
erence, whether we join in cheer- 
ul converſation with our fami- 
es, between, and after the times 
pf going to Ws ; or ſpending 
he day in viſiting, riding, play- 
ng at cards, or dancing, and 
uch like diverſions; which too 
nany people are apt to do; 
ithout reflecting how wicked 
| thing it is to diſobey one of 
the commands of God. 

% You, my dears, I hope 
ill never tranſgreſs in this 
manner; but conſider, who it is 
cal 53 that 
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that gave you your lives, u© | 
all your time; and then thin th: 
if one day out of ſeven is N oſe 
much to ſpend in praiſing: hi ſc 
for the good things you eng a 
and praying to him, that Me { 
will be pleaſed to continue thellfhut | 
to you; and reading the holifſbly 
Scriptures, and other good boek 
that you may perfectly learn oed 
duty, and how neceſſary it is ipge: 
you to practice it. Theſe ilie 
the proper ſtudies and cy ry 
ments for. the Sabbath-day; t 
thoſe people who are carat d 
ſpend as much as they can off 1 
it in this manner, will have verrv1 
little time, or inclination, to. paſßßſe 
the reſt of it in paying or pvc 
ceiving viſits, lp 


Hou . 
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« However, do not miſtake me, 
think I mean to condemn all 
oſe as wicked, who either go 
WS ſec, or receive their friends 
a Sunday for many people 
e ſo circumſtanced, as to pre 
ut the only day they can poſ- 
bly ſee theres "the reſt of "76 
ek they may be cloſely”con= 
ned to buſineſs, and deeply en 
aged in providing for their fa- 
lies; and then they may be 
ry excuſeable in paſfing part 
the day with their relations 
d friends, provided ſome part 
it alſo they ſpend in the 
rvice of God. But this can 
> no excuſe” for thoſe, who 
ave every day at their own 
poſal; either to ſpend it in 
pleaſures, 


\f 


| ' 


ar. — - : 
tre ene ern — gg 


68 LEZTTERS from @ 
pleaſures; or in doing thoſe thing 
they might as well perform 0 
any. other day. 

% Do. you therefore, my dear 
now from your very childhood. 
accuſtom yourſelves to look upog 
the, Sabbath, as a day facred 
the Lord, ſeparated from all 
reſt. of the week, for his part 
cular ſervice: and that to ſpend 
it either in worldly bufinel 
or worldly amuſements, is 
tranſgreſs one of his plain a 
poſitive commandments ; and tl 
tranſgreſs any of the commane 
of God, is to be guilty of 
great fin. When you firſt nk 
on a Sunday morning, beſid 
thoſe prayers you commonly ul 

i Je 
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ou may alſo add the following 


Ce 


{PRAYER on a Sunday Morning. 


„return thee my moſt ſin- 
ere thanks, O! God, for having 
fought me in health and ſafety 
another of thy Sabbaths. — 
tant, I beſeech thee, that 1 
Way (ſpend it in ſuch'a manner 
| | ought to do; that I may 
fer thee my prayers with true 
wotion and fincerity, with thoſe 
= my fellow-creatures who ſhall 
to worſhip thee. And 
ate me, I pray thee, very at- 
ative to thoſe duties the mi- 
tet ſhall teach us; and give 
e underſtanding to comprehend 
hat is ſaid: at leaſt, let me 

ſtrive 
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ſtrive to do ſo to the utmoſt g 
my power; and then I have bee 
taught to believe thou wilt me 
cifully pardon the undeligng 
miſtakes and follies of you 
Amen.” 

„When you have thus * 
God to make you underſty 
what ſhall be read to you in g 
place of worſhip ; be ſure th 
you uſe your utmoſt endeavors if 
to do; otherwiſe your pray 
will be to no effect: for G 
doth not make people attentiy 
or underſtand their duty, ung 
they endeavor and try to do 
themſelves. 
„ HBe careful, W to MEI 
very ſtill, and liſten as much 


8 to what is read; tis 
thous 
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Wough perhaps whilſt you are 
cry young, you will not be able 
TW comprehend much, ftill, may 
, you will hear ſomething you 
nderſtand, or that you will be 
le to remember well enough to 
k the explanation of, when you 
turn home. Befides, ſuppoſing 
zu ſhould not, ſtill you will be 
ing the moſt pains you can; 
d God will be well pleaſed 
th your pious endeavours, and 
reafter reward you as much for 
em, as if yon had been older, 
therefore learnt more from 
at was ſaid.” 2401 
* In the afternoon you will 
un, I hope, teturn to the place 
worſhip, and behave with the 
ne quietneſs and attention as 
before. 


— 
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before. And though at your a 
I would by no means wiſh yt 
to ſpend the whole of the day 
reading, yet ſome part of it yi 
be highly proper to be fo en 
ployed; fit books for which pu 
poſe I ſhall put into your hand 
and when you are old enough, f 
Scriptures ſhould moſt undout 
edly be a part of the ſabbath d 
ſtudy. 
% Thus, my beloved childr 
would I with you to remember! 
ſabbath day, and thus to keep 
' boly. I want not to debar jl 
from cheerful converſation, 
forbid all innocent mirth, 
laughter, as if that was any wm 
finful, The Almighty bebo 
with approbation the happil 
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nd cheerful good humour of his 
rextures; and none have ſa much 
zuſe to be ſo, as thoſe who ob- 
ve his commandments, and en- 
Jeavor at all times to fulfil their 
luty. The mind of the wicked, 
ſhould think, could never feel 
ay and comfortable; the know- 
edge they muſt have of their 
wn fins, and the thought that 
od is angry with them, muſt 
ob them of all true joy and ſa- 
isfaction, and keep them in per- 
jetual fear of dying: for death 
o them muſt be moſt terrible, 
s it will put a ſtop to all their 
oridly pleaſures, (if any plea- 
ure they can find in being wick» 
d;) and introduce them to, all 
he miſery and torments of hell. 


Vor. II. G „ Whereas 


r 


WW 
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«© Whereas good people be 
nothing of this fort to 
them uneaſy, they are conſciq 
of having tried to do as thi 
ought; and if at any time, throu 
miſtake, they have committed 
fault, they know that God MW 
'very merciful, and has promik 
to pardon thoſe crimes they 
not commit w/fully, and for whit 
they have been truly ſorry of hav 
committed them at all. Th. 
therefore, have no cauſe to fe 
death; for though they may k 
grieved to leave their friends; fil 


they truſt that God will in ET © 
ven make them far happier thi « 


any thing in this life could pal 
ſibly do. 


60 Bei 
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« Being good, and keeping the 
bath holy; and going to church, 
d reading, and praying, have no 
caſion to make them grave and 
oomy, though 1t will keep them 
om either following their com- 
on buſineſs, or diverſions, on 
at day, contrary to the com- 
and of God. | 
« ] have already recommended 


ake uſe of on a, Sunday morning: 
vill now give you one to be 
ed at night; and remember 
1Wrctully to conſider the meaning 
the words which you ſay when 
pW'*ying, and to what Almighty 
ower it is you addreſs them. 


C G 2 « A PRAYER 


u a prayer proper for you to 


— — 
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« A PRAYER for SUN pA 
| EVENING. 


LMIGHTY God, who haf 
on this day been pleated i 
grant me an opportunity of pray- 
ing to thee, and alfo of reading and 
hearing my duty; accept my fin- 
cere thanks for this thy goodneſ 
to me; and grant that I my 
make a proper uſe of it, and 
ſhew my gratitude for ſuch 
- bleſſing, which numbers of poo 
children never enjoy; by caie 
fully obeying all thy laws, and 
endeavouring to lead a. virtuoul 
life, and do my duty at all times 
| Forgive, I heartily beſeech thee, 
all the filly thoughts and inat- 


tentiol 


ttention of my mind, that in- 
errupted me during the time I 
as either reading, or hearing my 
uty, or praying to thee. And 
ep me this night in health and 
ffety. Amen.” f 

| have now, my dear Mary, 
pncluded the chapter, and as I 
aye quite filled my paper, muſt 
we off; ſcarcely having left 


Y 


ncerity I remain, 


Your affectionate mother, 
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dom to aſſure you with what 


Eriz, OR p. 


G 3 LEr- 
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Wd fo 


* 
a _ _ 4 as — i 2 * —_— ſt 


LETTER XVI. 


Mrs: Oan to nd Haines Ons 


8 my ſtay here will not be 
much longer, I muſt ſet 
flip no opportunity of copying 
from Mr. Newton's valuable little 
book, which I much wiſh 
would conſent to have publiſhed 
as I think it would be of great 
ſervice to many children who ate 
defiraus of being inſtructed i 
their duty towards God, an 
their fellow creatures, and wh 
cannot have the advantage you 


now. enjoy, of having it tranſerib 
"30 Tx. | ll | 
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d for their peruſal. I hope, there- 
ore, you will be careful to make 
good uſe of what I ſend you, 
nd pay great attention to what 
jou read in 


CHAPTER VI. 


be 

e E ye all of one mind, hay- 
ing compaſſion one of ano- 
ther; love as brethren, be pitiful, 
hehe courteous; not rendering evil 
der evil, or railing for railing ; 


cut contrariwiſe bleſſing.” 
The text, my dear children, 


a hich contains a ſhort account of 
ole duties; which, were man- 
oufind careful to obey as they 
ght, the world would be a 
* place 


du have juſt now read, is one 


5 — 


— — 
* 
: — = 
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place of far greater happineſ 


than in its preſent ſtate it ap 
pears to be; fince moſt of theliſeve 
miſeries of life, proceed from o 
the neglect of that KkindneWut 
compaſnon, and civility, (which uh, t 
the meaning of the word caurt ge. 
ous) recommended in the tente 
and from the frequent endeavouniſfp « 
to render back evi for any affroni an 


we may have received, inſtead of; 
on the contrary, doing as we are 
commanded, and ſtriving to bl 
all people, whether they have i 
jured us or not. 12 
« Be ye all, of one mind,” ſai 
the text; the meaning of whi 
words, is not, that we mult all 
upon every ſubject, be of 
ſame opinion, or be bound 


% & 
* 
. 8 
' 
. 
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tink exactly the ſame, for that 
4 a thing impoſſible; and God 
ever commands us to do what 
out of our power to perform. 
ut the meaning of the words, 
„ that we ſhould all try to agree 
wether; and in things which 
je of no great importance, give 


up our own judgments, rather 
nan enter into any diſpute with 
chers: and if it ſo happens that 


e cannot alter our opinions, Ur 
ink as they do, we ſhould then 
antain our own ſentiments with 


ange the diſcourſe to ſome 
her ſubject; but on no account 
iter ourſelves to grow angry, 
d. diſpute with warmth, and 


arrel with each other; for to 
| do 


eekneſs and good humour; or elle . 
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do this, is directly contrary tq 
the next precept recommendec 
to us in the text, which is tc 


rie 


ul 


©« Love as brethren.” | E 

Now, that brothers and fin 
ters ought to love each other; 00 
and naturally do, unleſs they on 
of very bad diſpoſitions indeed | 
you cannot, my dears, want Mfers 
be told, as you have already been... 
frequently informed of it; bie 
perhaps may not ſo well knoy qua 
that Cbriſtians are to conſider d 15 
their fellow- creatures as brethren v 
and to behave to them as ſuc ho 
I do not mean that it is expedehme 
we ſhould love every body, tran, 
gers, and thoſe whom we ſee bi b. 
little of, the ſame, or as tenden ears 
as we do our nearer relations an, 


friends 
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riends; for it would be ungrate- 
ul not to prefer thoſe with 
hom we reſide, and from whom 
ye have received many proofs of 
indneſs, much better than thoſe 
xople with whom we have no 
onnexion. But as we are bound 
) love our own brothers and ſiſ- 
ers, becauſe they are of the ſame 
emily with us, and the children 
f the ſame parents, who are 
qually anxious to provide for 
em, as to take care of vs; 1o 
e we alſo bound to love «// our 
llow-creatures, who are of the 


me nature with ourſelves, cre- 
ad by the ſame God, and equal- 


beloved by him: for God, my 
ears, is the maker of us al}, 
d, like a wiſe and good parent, 

careth 
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careth for all alike; he loves 
one perſon better than anothe 
any otherwiſe than as they 4 
have better than others. Wheth 
they are rich or poor, beautif 
or deformed, he cares not; 4 
goodneſs of the heart is all 
he regards; and thoſe who-tal 
molt” pains to obey, and obſ 
his commandments, will be ſu 
to gain moſt of his favor. 

« For this reaſon, as he 
our Creator, and careth for us 
alike, he is frequently called d 
Great, or the Common Parent 
mankind; and we are all cal 
his family, or his children, 
are therefore commanded to 
kind towards each other, and 
love as brethren. Not, (as I 


— 
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aſt now) that we are expected 
> feel the ſame tenderneſs of 
ffection towards ſtrangers, as to- 
jards our dearly beloved friends 
nd relations; neither are we 
pund to help and aſſiſt them 
o the ſame degree as we are 
oſe of our own family; but 
ll we are obliged to be kind to 
em, to help them when they 
e in diſtreſs, if it is in our 
ower ſo to do, though we ne- 
er ſaw them before; to ſhew 
em compaſim and tenderneſs 
hen they are afflicted, although 
e are not able to beſtow any 


0 Weaning of thoſe words in the 
d xt, * be pitiful.” And we like» 
1 le are commanded to be cour- 
Vox. II. II tcous 


ther aſſiſtance; which is the 
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tcous” to them; that is, not oni 
to do all the god we can to ou 
tellow-creatures, but alſo to bi 
civil, polite, and obliging to all. 

„ Few, my dear children, hay 
it in their power to confer an 
very great benefits ugon others 
but a can behave with affabili 
and good humour; all can endea 
vour to be obliging and polite; and 
all can perform every action the 
do, in the beſt and moſt agree 
ble manner. And this is wh: 
we ought to do; fir it is no 
ſufficient that we refrain fron 
quarreling, we muſt alſo {trivg 
io give the moſt pleaſure and {a 
tisfaction we can, to thoſe witl 
whom we converſe. We are 


upon no account to do à wry 
thing 
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thing to pleaſe any body upon 
arth; but in all innocent and 
indifferent affairs, it is our duty 
o endeavour to pleaſe them as 
nuch as poſſible: and this we 
tan never do, but by ſtudying 
o behave with affability and 
zood humour. 

„Thus civility, and gentleneſs 
of manners, is an abſolute duty; 
nor can we neglect it, without, 
it the ſame time, growing care- 
els in our endeavour to pleaſe 
others; and not to aim at doing 
that, is extremely wrong. God 
las created us, to be mutual helps 
ind comforts to each other; 
and it is the indiſpenſible duty 
of each, to be ſo to all, as much 
s poſſible; but if we accuſtom 
| H 2 ourſelves 


88 
ourſelves to a rude manner of 


ſpeaking, and inſtead of ende: 
vouring to pleaſe, are carelelg 
whether we give ſatisfaction 
not; we then certainly are guily 
of a breach of that divine pre 
cept, which commands us to «bx 
courteous: and if we ſuffer our- 
ſelves to neglect that, we ſhall 
| ſoon grow indifferent of our obs 
ſervance of the latter part of the 
text alſo; and inſtead of Ne 
rendering evil for evil, or ral 
ing for railing; but contrariwik 
blefling:”—we ſhall upon every 
little affront offered us, be ready 
to reſent it; and try by what me 
thods we can return as gra 


LETTERS from a 


On 


an injury as we have received ne 
But, my dear children, if you" 
| | hure 
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Wave any deſire to gain the love 
Ind approbation of God, let me 
eſeech you to be very careful 
jever to act in this manner; 
jor let the example of others 
mpt you to do what is fo 
Intly forbidden by the Lord. 

© I know it is very common 
r people (eſpecially at your 
me of life) to think themſelves 
ified in their being malici- 
ons and ill-natured, provided 
ey were not the fir/? aggreſ- 
rs, and offered not the f 
front, But this is no excuſe 
all; for we“ are expreſsly 
ommanded not to render evil for 
J. We are not to ſay ſuch an 
d. Ine has injured me, and there- 


ouFore 1 will try to mjure hin; 


H 3 he 


— — © 


1 
= 
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he has done me a great unkind 
nels, and therefore I will bo 
croſs and unkind to him; whid 
is but fair, becauſe. he ought 
be., uled as he treats other 
and if he is croſs to me, then 
is no neceſſity I ſhould. be gud 
humoured to him: but I wil 
be. even. with him, and do a 
much for him as he has done tc 
me. Theſe, and all ſuch king 
of arguments, my dear children 
are extremely wicked, and direQ! 
contrary to the ſtrict comma 
of God: for he, knowing hol 
apt ſuch kind ef thoughts. would 
be to riſe in our keaxts. Ja 
aſſured us, that unleſs we ſub 
due them, and learn to tte 


Sven our: ene mies with milineſt 
and 


MoTHER to her CHILDREN. 91 


d od kindly forgive them thoſe af- 
dWronts they have offered us; 
inleſs, I ſay, we forgive them, 
te has declared he will not for- 
ive us our fins which we have 
ommitted againſt him. 

„ And if God, my children, 
vill not pardon the crimes we 
ave been guilty of during the 
purſe of our lives, what muſt 
ecome of us? Or how can we 
wer hope to go to Heaven 
chen we die, unleſs he is mer- 
fully pleaſed to forgive the ſins 
e have committed? And if 


as a right to all our love and 
bedience, is fo kind as to par- 
In our treſpaſſes, ought not we 


we 


od, who is ouf Creator, and 


d forgive one another? Or if 
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we refuſe to do that, what righdl 
have we to expect that our nu 
merous tranſgreſſions ſhould bt 
forgiven? Fai HM 

* Before, therefore, you e 
allow yourſelves to revenge a 
injury, and return evil for evil 
| recolle&t how often you have of 
fended God ; for every kind of 
fin is an affront offered untd 
him. Think how frequently yo 
have broken ſome of his laws 
How often you have. d:/obeyed yout 
parents, whom he has commandet 
you to . honour / How often yol 
have neglected your prayers, or 
peated the words, - without at 
tending to the meaning of them 
How often you have been 
feinate, peeriſh, or out of dic” | 
on 


ö 


U 


Wow often gzarrelled with your 
ompanions, been ſaucy to your 
ſtructors, or inſolent to your 
rvants or inferiors! How often 
ou have uttered falſeloods with 
our tongue, or been guilty. of 
Ww cunmg, and deceit in your 
ons“ How often you have 
ed to teaze and vex others, 
d inſtead of being ind, have 
ed as you thought would molt 
pleaſe them. 

** Theſe, and many other cir- 
umſtances which your own con- 
ences will tell you of, you 
ave, at ſome time or other, been 
ulty of committing : what then 


mercitully pleaſed to forgive 


us 
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uſt become of you, unleſs God 


u theſe crimes? But forgive 


—— Ge ne Con —— — om OO OI —— — 
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us our crimes he has poſitive 
declared he will Tot, unleſs we 
ſincerely forgive every one whe 
has treſpaſſed againſt us. 
% Remember, therefore, wha 
J now tell you; and througho 
the whole of your lives, let 1 
influence all your words and ac 
tions. Remember it is the con 
mand of God himſelf : God wh 
created you, who preſerves yo 
and who after this preſent |ik 
is ended, will either make yo 
eternally happy, or miſerable, ac 
cording as you obey or diſobe 
his laws. Conſider, I ſay, thi 
it is the ſtrict command of th 
Almighty God, that you retur 
not evil for evil, but contratl 
wile bleſſing.” That you end 


VL 
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or to * love your enemies, and bleſs 
hem that curſe you; that you ds 
wd to them that hate you, and pray 
w them which deſpitefully uje you, 
id perſecute you.” For if ye for- 
ive men their treſpaſſes, your 
leavenly Father will alſo for- 
Wive you but if ye forgive not 
nen their treſpaſſes, neither will 
our father forgive your treſ- 

alles.” 
„Let thoſe, therefore, tremble, 
Who dare to tranſgreſs this po- 
tive command of the Lord; 
nd becauſe ſomebody has be- 
ved wrong, and offered them 
affront, for that reaſon a& 
ickedly themſelves, and revenge 
; as if the crime of another 
ron could in any degree juſtify 
our 


' 
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ing reconciled, and earneſtly 
orgiving them; remember the 
urance of God, that he allo 
vill not forgive you: for he 
xpects, as a proof of our obe- 
lience and love to him, that we 
me one another. And if any 
ne love God, faith the Scrip- 
ures, let him ſee that he love 
his brother alſo.” 

This finiſhes, my dear Han- 
nab, Mr. Newton's diſcourſe on 
his important ſubject. Be you, 
my beloved children, careful to 
profit by it. Make it the bu- 
neſs of your lives to do good 
to every body; and to try to 


verſe. Endeavour to gain the love 
of all your fellow-creatures, as 


in Vor. II. 1 „„ 


pleaſe all with whom you con- 


1 
[ 
' 
| 
i 
1 
19 
| 
| 
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well as the approbation of you., 
God : but this you can never dg oi 
but by being Lind and gentle t 1 
all, by ſtudying to comply wit 5 
the tempers and inclinations 0 1 
others, and relinquiſhing you 
own fancies and deſires, rathet 
© than diſpute or difagree wit 
any one. 

Much more could I add o 
this ſubject; but I have alread 
written ſufficient for the con 
tents of one letter, and I fe 
more than you will have pati- 
ence at one reading to atten 
to: however, as you keep m 
letters by you, you will be able to 
re-peruſe it at your leiſure : and 
believe me, the importance 
the ſubject demands your moſt 

ſerious 


ror 
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erious regard. I will not, how- 
ver, detain you any longer, than 
philſt I aſſure you with what 
Inbounded affection I remain 


Ou 
do 


If 


Your induſ/gent mother, 


EL1z. OgnD. 


LETTER XVII. 


tom Mrs. OrD to Maſter THOMAS ORD. 


Begin to grow very impa- 
tient of ſo long an abſence 
om my beloved children, whom 
could wiſh never to have a 
1 noment from my fight; as no 
0" Wlcaſure in this world, can afford 
us 12 5 


nd 
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me half the delight I enjq 
when placed in the midſt off 
you, and behold you in health 
all ſporting with good-humoyj 
and cheerfulneſs around me. 
You know not, my boy, ho 
my heart beats with the ten; 
dereſt affection towards you; not 
can you image how conſtant! 
my thoughts and endeavours ag 
exerted to make you happy 
God has graciouſly been pleaſe 
to bleſs you with healthy bc 
dies, and capacities capable 6 
underſtanding all things nece er 
ſary; but neither health of body 
or underſtanding of the mins 
can in any degree ſecure youll 
happineſs, unleſs you exert y0 
own conſtant endeavours to I 
| prone 


MoTHER to her CHILDREN. 101 


Wrove in virtue, and cultivate 
very good diſpoſition of the 
eart; for believe me, my love, 
o true ſatisfaction is to be ac- 
quired, but in the path of good- 
els, in piety towards God, and 
"kindneſs towards our fellow- 
reatures. 

Much, therefore, are thoſe peo- 
ple miſtaken, who expect to find 
pleaſure and real enjoyment 1n 
Wollowing their own defires, and 
loing whatever their fooliſh fan- 
ies may chuſe, without confi- 
tering whether they act right 
Ir wrong. They may, it is poſ- 
ible, by ſuch means amuſe them- 


hever taſte that ſweet peace, or 
joy thoſe laſting delights which 
=z reſide 


ſelves for an hour; but they can 


— — : — — - — — — 
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reſide only in the boſoms of thi 
righteous. It is goodneſs onl) 
which will gain us the love ant 
favor of God; and nothing bund 
his approbation can ever beltonſoil 
upon us true happineſs. . 

;Young Mr. Lightly (of who 
death ] ſent you an account) 
is poſſible might laugh, and tall 
and dance, and play, and appe 
x to. his companions as if he wat 
very happy; but what fſatisfacy 
tion do you think could he eve 
feel in his own mind, conſciot 
as he was of living in diſobed 
ence. to the commands of God 
No doubt when he was alon 
as ſoon as his company left him 
he felt very uncomfortable; 
though he ſtrove, to drive all 4 


riou 


70 
till. 
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ous reflection from his thoughts, 
till, in ſpite of his endeavours, 
ey would frequently return, 
ind ſeverely pain him for all his 
Woily and wickedneſs. 
Scarce any body ever yet paſſed 
Whrcough this world without meet- 
ng with many diſtreſſes; fick- 
eſs, the loſs of friends, diſap- 
ointment in buſineſs, and vari- 
Das afflictions which all mankind 
e ſubject to, do more or leſs 
ve Ae the pleaſures of the 
oſt gay and thoughtleſs. And 
t thoſe times, when kept from 
ompany by ſickneſs, or deprived 
the ſociety of relations arid 
riends by death, or reduced to 
Woecrty and 'diſtrefs by the loſs 
df ward. what then can beftow 
any 


thi 
nll 


INC 
du 


104 LETTER S from 4 


any comfort to thoſe who hai 
not God for their friend? As thei 
pains of body increaſe, ſo al 
muſt thofe of their mind. Con 
ſcious that they have never de 
voutly prayed to God, or trie 
to pleaſe him in the days of 
their health, they will have ni 
Feaſon to hope that he will not 
attend to thoſe prayers which a 
forced from them only by the 


Sams. No human power, the 
well know, can poſſibly give thenpita 
eaſe, without the bleſſing of Goof* P 
for no medicine can do us ane) 
good, unlefs God is pleaſed t 
permit it ſo to do: the ſkill of) ! 


the ableſt phyſician can net de 
- beſtow health; without the A ut t 


mighty is pleaſed to give a * F 
Ke, 2 " fin | 
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ing to his preſcriptions, and cauſe 
hem to be attended with the good 
fets they are wiſhed to have. 

Only think then, my children, 
phat a miſerable ſtate a wicked 
xerion muſt be in when fick; 
nd by pain and weakneſs kept 
om following thoſe amuſements 
ghich uſed to divert him, and 
jeep all ſerious and good re- 
ections out of his mind. Or, 
his parents and friends die, 
jith what exquiſite ſorrow. muſk 
e part from them, to know that 
bey are gone from him for ever? 
nat he ſhall never behold them 
yy more, or partake of that hap- 
nels they are gone to enjoy; 
ut that when he dies, he ſhall be 
etched beyond all deſcription? 
: | | Theſe 
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Theſe muſt be ſad melanchol 
thoughts indeed; but diſmal a 
they are, ſuch are the though 
which will diſtreſs the hearts d 
thoſe who take no care to oby 
the Lord, and gain his favour 
But thoſe who are good, and i 
the days of their youth remem 
ber their Creator, and endeavoul 
to obſerve all his laws, will ne 
ver be tormented with ſuch dread 
ful apprehenſions and fears. 0 
the contrary, having always ſery 
ed God faithfully, they will 1c 
upon him cheerfully. If thi 
are afflicted with fickneſs ant 
pain of body, they are convince 
that it is only for their good t 
God. permits them to ſuffer, il 
order to try their ee 
A mak 
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make their virtue more perfect; 
ad that if they rely upon, and 
Wray to him, he will comfort 
Dem under their affliction, give 
em ſtrength ſufficient * * — 
Wort it as they ought, „ 
oper time reſtore 3 100 eaſe 
\W this world; or elſe, receiye 
em into perfect happineſs in 


eMWeaven. Or ſhould they be de- 
(Wived of their beloved "friends: 
at comfort muſt they reegive 


om the thought, that when 
ey die themſelves they ſhall be 
mitted into the kingdom of 
acaven alſo, there to be com- 
cel ted for all their ſorrows, and 
ever enjoy complete felicity, 


ever again feel any pain or 
tering ? 


What 
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What conſolation, I ſay, nhl. 
loves, muſt ſuch reviving thoughlſ#13 
as thefe, afford to good peopliinc 
When they are ſuffering the {lic 
diſtreſs of  Toofing their dee 
friends? Conſider, my child 
"how much you would be do 
treſſed, if it ſhould pleaſe ON 
that any one of you, or yaſſow 
father, or myſelf ſhould di 
| how ſorry you would be, Pal! 
how much would the thous 
of never ſeeing us again aff 
your gentle hearts! But thougWont 
ſuch a loſs might juſtly geiler 
diſtreſs you, ſtill, if you wi 1 
conſcious that you had behaygp®c 
' iÞ as to ſecure the love and f ( 
'vour of God, you might Me 
find prodigious comfort and ill 
ESSE ſolatiq , V 
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. Von might then ſay 
yourſelves, 1 haye loft a moſt 
11 aud tender friend, one 
om I loved with the fincereſt 
fetion, and who was equally 
nd of me, and took every op · 
ortunity to oblige and give me 
leaſure.. This dear friend, will 
ow never fpeak to me, or take 
ny cate of me again; neither 
ball J fee him any more. But, 
hongh his body is dead and bu- 
ed, his /ou yet lives, and ſhall 
ontinue to do ſo forever in the 
florious kingdom of God. And 
I continue to do my duty, 
dd obey all the commandments 
f God, I know that he will 
ake care of me in this world, 
vill comfort me under my pre- 
Vol. II. K ſent 
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ſent. ſad afflicton, and at Tap"! 
make me happy likewiſe in th 
fame kingdom of heaven. en 
O] my beloved children, Wh; 
joy muſt ſuch reflections as there 
afford to the virtuous mind 
And who that has it in the 
power to ſecure them, woull 
ever be ſo fooliſh as to negleſet. 
to do it? Nou then, in the day 
of your youth, is the ſeaſon 0 
u to lay a foundatid| 
1 laſting pc 1 may 2 
tend you throughout your futui 
lives. Now is the proper tim 
e to gain the friend. 
learning to reverengF* 

Vie, 99 th his aws. Pur. 
No thetn 4 let me beſeech yol 
if Joa hare any deſire 10 4 
{305 8 LH comforralll 


| Win. 
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mfortably, or die happily, to Will 
ee the utmoſt care never. to Wl It 
fend God by tranſgreſſing any ll i 
his commandments ;z but be 11 
re at all times, upon every oco- || 
on, to do what you think ||| 
Sill, beſt pleaſe him. At pre- lf 
Wnt you are ſo young, you can- 
Wt comprehend all thoſe divine. 
ſttuctions he has given us in 
be holy ſcriptures; your duty , 
refore conſiſts in following Wil 
te advice of your parents ane 


Waichers, and diligently oblerv- 
De all the direction they give 
gu. Y.ou cannot at preſent read 
Wd. underſtand the ſcriptures 
ourſelves; obey, therefore, thoſe 
les which they explain to you 
em them. And may God Al- 
dsr:  K 2 mighty 
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mighty daily pour upon you hi b 
bleſſing, and give you hearts Mos 
underſtandings ta know and keenlifre a 


his Ren 80 prays, ear 
lift hild 
delid 


nit | Ther Ha mother, 


Erz. On Ne? 


L. E *r E * vn. 

i N Werke 

Nor Mrs ol ts Mi Many Ord bb 
Ni : 755" tan! 
E alleniay. tools a mollWeec 
Y. delightful walk, of aboyyWpo 
three miles, to the village der 
Dreplky, to viſit a poor womiſſple 
(wife to a day-labouring mano 


who was a fortnight ago brought 
{0 
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bed of three children, two || 
Woys and a girl, who at preſent | 
e all in perfect health, and ap- 
ear as likely to live as any {||| 
hildren I ever ſlaw. She bas 
elides theſe, three other little || 
nes; the eldeſt of whom, is a 
| 


"1 


zirl of eight years old; the next 
o her, one of fix and a half; and 
he youngeſt, a boy between three 
ad four; all of whom, have I; 
Wothing to ſupport them but Fi 
hat their parents can by con- 


j 1 
ent induſtry earn: and naw in- 


leed they muſt depend WIT 
pon their father, as the care of I 
o many little ones, muſt be am- i | 
le''employment for their port . 
mother. ant nb 8 n. 


129 | I much | 
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I much wiſhed you could hy 
accompanied. me in my viſit; foraſiato 
you are ſo fond of babies, I thinkour- 


you would have been delighte got 
with the fight of them: befides vou 


you would have ſeen of howſhou 
much uſe, girls of ſeven and eighMuf: 
years of age may be, when theyWiate 
endeayour to do the moſt-theyſſher 


can, and attend to what is faid 
to them. 1 

We found poor Mrs. Hazthlhn 1 
ſting upon a wooden chair Mad; 
the fire ſide, with two of heal 
babies ſucking in her lap; and 
the ſecond: girl fitting on a ſtop 
by her, 9 og the other out af 
a pewter boat with ſome waters 
gruel. The eldeſt girl was mak⸗ 
e, bed, and the little boy 


Was 


por 


z 
4D 1 
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vas putting ſome ſticks together 


zur going in, the poor woman 


would fit down in her place; but 
ou may be ſure we would not 


tate, with her two children in 
der arms; we therefore inſiſted 
pon her again being ſeated; but- 
s there was but one more chair 
the room, beſides that ſhe 


er to keep it: but her eldeſt 
url, (Sally by name) ran out 
d brought in a waſhing tub, 
Which ſhe turned bottom up- 
an 
fit upon that; accordingly 
me did, and in a very eivil 
5 a manner 


into a little cupboard. Upon 


zot up and begged one of us 


uffer her to ſtand in her weak 


ad; we could not prevail upon 


ards,”/ and deſired her mother. 


© hoe ——ů—ů— ů ů — 


_ _ 
* — — — *—— - <—_  .- m< — wa. yh 
* Ad. K 5 
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manner apologized for our com- 
ing into ſo littered a room withi 
the bed not made. But 8 
ſoon concluded that, in a very 
tidy manner indeed; and then, 
after carrying away the broon 
which ſhe had brought to {wei 
the room with, and wiping, thede 
duſt off the table, ſhe poured her 
mother a baſon full of the wa. 
er- gruel the baby was eating 
and took one of the . children 
from her, whom ſhe ſoon-lulledWin 
to ſleep in a very clever way 
then laying it in the bed, ihe 
took the other into her arme 
ſaymg,” „Come, mother, let n 

have Tommy now, for I am ur 

youi:muſt: be tired of them be 
fbreithis time.” The little bo 


Bat i | all 
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ſo, whom Nanny (the ſecond 
ir 10 was feeding, ſoon fell ge 
kep, whom . ſhe likewiſe put in 
eek and immediately, with- 
t any loſs of time, i fetched 
x her ſpinning wheel, and be- 
an ſpinning. While Jul (the 


ay all the ſticks, ſet himſelf 
le to hold the waking baby, 


im, and, as well as her ſiſter, 
egan ſpinning alſo . 
We were much delighted with 
he ance of ſo much in- 
uſtry in this little family; and 
bſerving | to MreoHemtherd that! 
e great ' increaſe: of her chil- 
en muſt entirely put it _— 
1 "x | er 


deſt boy) after he had put 
oon on the ground, and made 


hom Sally very carefully gave 


Mb rr n 
her power to ſpin, or Provide 


any, thing for them; — 00 

She 1 1 Nez, madam, i int 
deed. it does; we found it hard 
enough | to be able to live bes 
fore, when we had only three 
but now. that number is don 
ble, I don't know what we ſhal 
do; but God, I truſt will -not 
forſake us, whilſt we uſe out 
utmoſt endeavors. to provide 4 
honeſt livelihood. for thoſe chil, 
dren he. has ſent us; and pray 
to him daily to bleſs and help 
us, He has - preſerved us I 
therta_ through any dangers ah 
difficulties; and will, I. truß 
continue to do ſo; at leaſt, 0. 
know... ladies, it is our. duty g 


h eſo... "$3 ” e 1" . d | 
a T5 20+ ,96" 51 ql 
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%% Why laft winter twelve⸗ 
nonth, my poor huſband hurt 
lis leg, as he was cleaving ſome 
re- wood for Squire Brizbtall, 
hd could not do a ſtroke of 
ork for above three whole 
honths. Then I thought to be 
fe that we ſhould be ſtarved 
itright; for many and many a 
Wine I did not know where to 


Q 
* 


At the next morſel of bread 1 
ls put into my poor children's | 
Wiouths. But I worked and flav- | 


Was hard as I could; and, | 
Ickily, our ſow happened to | 
> during that time, and ſhe 
id ſeven fine fat pigs, which 
fold one with another for four 
fllings a-piece; ſo that was x 
ce help to us, or I do really 
a think 


12e LEzTTIERS from a” 
think, we never could have bel eal 
it; for my children too, (faſo t 
misfortunes, I think, alwahetie 
come in heaps) had the fmallod 
pox juſt. then; but their fatherſÞun 
though he could not ſet hifWuit 
foot to the ground, uſed im. 
watch them, and take care off © 
them, whilft I went out chairing 
„But we were in greet dil 
freſs, that to be ſure we were 
however, - God gave me heal 
and ſtrength to go through it 
and the neighbours uſed to bf 
very kind; and ſeeing I had 
deſire to work, many of thei 
would employ me about on 
jobs of one ſort or other. 80 
laſt my huſband's leg got betieſ 
Poor foul! he ſaffered a a 
09 
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leal, for it was chopped down 
the bone; but he was va/t 
atient, he bore it like a lamb; 
nd was ſo cheerful and good- 
umoured all the time, it was. 
uite a pleaſure to attend upon 
um, 454 
« Often and often, when he 
as been in ſo much pain he 
duld not ſleep, inſtead of fret- 
g and murmuring, as ſome 
ople would have done; he has 
ly grieved becauſe he was. 


„ 


udren; and uſed to fay, My 


el ar Mary, I am .o ſorry to diſ- 


bird you, you can't think how 
) 7 


Vol. II. L dren 


lea 


raid he diſturbed me and the 


neaſy it makes me. And then, 
teen ſometimes I have been 
ring to ſee him and the chil- 


- 
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dren ſo bad, and been obliged. g 
leave them from morning ti 
night, to work for their bread} 
he would ſo kindly fay, Ne 
ver fret, Mary, we ſhall all df 
well again when God pleaſes 
we will truſt in his goodneſs 
and he never will forſake thoſ, 
who put their confidence { 
him.“ And then ſometimes hi 
would tell me ſtories out of thi 
bible, how God provides fol 
them that ſerve him, and hah 
promiſed always to do ſo. Bl 
theſe means he tried to comfort 
me, and keep up his own ſpiritz 

„He often wiſhes he could 
ey poor man; not indeed that 
he A have time for it, e 


wh on a * ; but theaii | 
would 
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Mould amuſe him; and, as he 

us a fine memory, what he learnt 
When, he would remember all the 
veek, and longer too; for what 
he now knows out of the bible, 
s what he uſed to hear his 
mand-mother read when he was 


boy, and fince heard at church; 
or he always goes to church, 
1 3 that you know, ladies, is 


but right. 3 
* To be ſure, though we are 
ery poor, and often driven to 
Ihe laſt pinch, as | may ſay; ſtill 
e have many comforts, and are 
much more comfortable, than ma- 
ny people who are richer than we 
are; for we all love one another 
Nearly, and try to aſſiſt each 


1 2 | that 


other as much as we can, and 
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that makes things go on vey 
agreeably, madam; for it is 
pleaſure, as you may call it, tt 
work for thoſe who are kind 
and good; and my three eldel 
children. have all, thank God 
ſweet diſpolitions, they would 
not do any thing to vex. thei 
father or me for the world, but 
try all they can, little dears, tc 
help us. il 
J am ſure all the time: 
my lying-in they have nurſed 
me as tenderly as poſſible, and 
dreſſed and fed the babies as 
handily as little women; in ſhot 
they have had the whole care 


of the houſe, for 1 have, been and 
very weak and poorly, and. not} * 
able to do any thing. Indeed litt 


now, 
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now, I am ſo weak it quite tires 
me to move about, and yeſter- 
day I tried to waſh; but I really 
was not able, ſo my girls did 
that too. Jack likewiſe is a 
ſweet tempered little fellow, he 
will do any thing to help his Dad 
and Mam. Will you not, love?“ 
« Yes, that I will,” replied the 
boy. I pick up ſticks to Fl 
light Mammy's fire, you know; 
and ſoon, when I go into bree- 
ches, I ſhall go out to work 
with Daddy, and make up Squire 
Haply's bank, and then I ſhall 
bring home money to buy bread 
e for all the three little babies; 
1Fand I ſhall like that nuch.“ 
. This generous ſpeech of the 
little boy quite charmed me; and 
5 b 
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calling him to me, I put a ſhil 
ling into his hand, and aſke 
him what he would do with itt 

« O! I know,” faid he, «| 
will buy ſome milk with it fa 
Mam, for to pat into her water 
gruel; for I heard her ſay ye 
terday ſhe wiſhed ſhe had ſome 
for it would make it a deal nicet mea 
and do her a deal more good; 
fo now I will go and buy 
whole ſhilling's worth, fo thank 
you, madam, for giving it me 
Pl fetch the milk my ownlſelt.” 

He then took out of the cups 
board an earthen jug, and wa 
trotting off to buy a whole ſhi- 
lings worth; but his mother ſtop- 
ped him, ſaying, ſhe ſhould {ee 
the milk-woman go by pee 

Y, 


J. 


wha 
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Wy, and then ſhe would take in 
hat quantity ſhe wanted. 

I have not yet told you half 
hat paſſed during our viſit to 
his honeſt worthy family; but 
as the poſt is juſt going out, 


o 


1 


ier opportunity, and, in the 
nean time, remain, 


ll Tour moſt affeftionate mother, 


EL I Z. ORD. 


| muſt defer the . reſt till ano- 
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a 


La „ — * — © — 


1 


ear, 
NR . 
arm 
Mrs. Ox p to Miſs HAN NAH Ono, eſt 


LETTER XIX.' * 


Eq U 


I Will now, my dear Hannah ſis 1 
proceed with my hiſtory, àeed 
I think an account of ſo much E 
goodneſs, cannot fail to delight, 
as well as inſtruct you. Afﬀterſſeir 
we had fat witk Mrs. Hawthornſule: 
for about half an hour, and had 
given half a crown a-piece toi 
each of the girls, as a rewardf orÞn 
their induſtry, and ſomething toſſitl: 
their poor mother towards buying 
them all ſome clothes, we werehag 
coming away, when juſt at thatgit 
| moment 


MoTHER to her Curt pREN. 129 


noment the father of this little 
mily entered. His dreſs, my 
lear, was nothing to adorn and 
t off his perſon, being only a 
irmer's coarſe frock; but his ho- 
eſt -countenance wore the glow 
health; and -good-humour, as 
is wife had told us, ſeemed in“ 
ed to be poſſeſſed by him. z 
He was whiſtling as he opened 
e door of his cottage; but upon 
teing us he ſtopped, looked con- 
fed, and made half a dozen 
Deus in the beſt manner he was 
ble. His girls inſtantly left their 
pinning to run to kiſs him; and 
ttle - Jack - ſoon clambered into 
arms, ſhewing him the ſhil- 
Ang 1 had given him; and telling 
hatin - „we had given his mammy 
ent and 


=, 
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we, daddy, now we are ſo 


and ſiſters a deal more; ſuch ar 
deal, Daddy, you can't think; ell 
now may we not have a puddig 
ſome day, befides the bread"foli 
dinner? And you may have for 
cheeſe, and Mammy a pot of ul 
the next time ſhe waſhes ; can 


have every thing we want?“ 

The poor man ſmiled at t 
boy's notion of riches; 4 
making another bow, ſaid, Bla 
ſings attend you, good ladies, ta 
ſuch kindneſs to us. God know! 
we ſtand much in need of fſofi 
help to ſupport us; and thera 
fore God, no doubt, will, 
ſome means or other, beſtow! 
upon us. This I often tell's 
poor dame; and I bid her ne 


9 — 
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er but we ſhall all do very 
ell: theſe big children begin 
work already, and every day 
hey will grow older and older, till 
Laſt they will provide for them- 
ves: and as for the young ones, 
> be ſure three at a birth are 
ore than we looked for; but 
50d's will be done; and if he 
ad not known how to main- 
in them, I dare ſay he would 
t have ſent them. | 

God, you know, ladies, is 
merciful Being; it is therefore 
ry unlikely that he ſhould create 
er children only, to /farve them. 
0, no, I never can believe that 
be the caſe; the world is a 
ge place, and there is enough 
© every. one, i they will nt 
5 work 
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work hard, be ſober and honeſt 
And ſo I often tell my dame I. 
Mary, lays I, never fret becaulx 
we. have ſo many children; j 
God had not thought it beſt fo 
us to have them, depend upo 
it we ſhould not: they are d 
at preſent: - bleſſed with goof 
health, and all their limbs; and 
if they continue to be ſo, yo 
can teach the girls to ſpin, an 
ſew, and knit, and waſh, ang 
iron; and I can teach the Jac 
to dig and plough, and hedge 
and ditch; and whilſt we can d 
that, never fear their not beuy 
able to live; and live comfartalt 
| too, if they will but be gu 
be Lind, induſtrious, and good-vl 
moured ; for unleſs they are 4 


Ut 


Ni 
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no' riches, J am ſure; could make 
them happy. There is 'no en- 
vying the fun-ſhine in the midſt 
Wi a ſtorm ; and there is no en- 
oying riches, or any thing elſe, 
In the midſt of ill-nature and 

pation. 35 3 Bo” 
on «© Why now at the Squire's, 
where I am at work, there are 
two young gentlemen, and a little 
nils, playing about the grounds 
g rhere I am employed; but they 


lo happy as my little ſouls here; 
or they are always upon the 
angle, and ſnarl at each other: 
dne runs away with a ſtick juſt 
s the other wants it; another 
ill not play at ball; the other 
loes not do as it is defired. In 


lo not ſeem to be happy ; not half 


Vol. II. JJ = 
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ſhort, they are for ever qui ca 
relling; and inſtead of bei 
happy, as one ſhould think 

might be, who have every cot 
venience in life provided ſe 
them, without any labour e 
their own; they are continual] 
fretting and crying: indeed: 1 
hurts me to ſee them mat ear 
themſelves fo wretched, mere 
through their own folly and ile 
humours. But ſuch is the caſe 
that the croſs and unkind wil 
always be their own tormentors! 
Here the good man ceaſed 


2 
te 
nid! 


and after having highly comp 


mended him for his very un zer 
common, juſt, and pious methe 
of reaſoning, and ſincerely wift 
menen a continuance and in 

[511 5 4. creaſe ö 
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feaſe of every bleſſing, we took 
ur leave, and returned home, 
uphly pleaſed. with our viſit, and 
reatly. rejoicing to find ſuch true 
ment, piety, and happineſs, in the 
nidſt of ſuch extreme poverty 
nd want. 

Let their example then, my 
ears, influence your behaviour; 
blerve what comfort, even in 
e greateſt diſtreſs, ariſes from 
urive and good-temper. Think 


nuſt have been in, when her 
buſband was confined for three 
nonths. with his bad leg, and 

er, children all with the ſmall. 
er: but think how much muſt 
hat affliction have been. increaſed, 
MW inſtead; of patience and good - 

_ Ee humour 


ſhat ; affliction the poor woman 


2. p —-— H — — 


1326 ᷣ LETT IRS. from @ © 
humour regulating all his wordhot 
and actions; murmurings, fretfulWto t 
neſs, and unkind language, hai 
been all ſhe: had met with upoWi 
her return home, after the te 
and labour of the day? 

And now, fatiguing and diff 
cult as ſhe muſt find it, to nut 
and take care of ſuch a numbe 
of children, how prodigioull 
would it add to her fatigue, Mon 
the elder ones, inſtead of "| 
cheerfully exerting: their beſt en 
deavours to aſſiſt her, and en 
other, were only with the me 
roſeneſs of many, to refuſe givin 
themſelves that trouble, and wil 
the fretfulnefs of others, to #1 
and mutter, becauſe they coulſſple 
d 200 lc 1% £2 2%. 100100 


— 
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ot have more things agreeable | | 
o their wiſh 2. 1 2170 i! 
If I miſtake not, I have ſome- ||| 
imes ſeen my children cry, be- |! 
auſe it has been proper to re- 1 
116 

111 


fuſe them the requeſt they have 
made; but ſurely from hence- 
orth, when they think how the 
tle Hawthorns behave, how they 
rive to pleaſe and be uſeful ; 
ow they labour to aſſiſt their 
parents, and diligently ſpin to 
elp to maintain them; and all 
mth the greateſt cheerfulneſs and 
good-humour, though they have 
no boobs to inferuct them, no toys 
o amuſe them, no time to ſpend 
a play, no variety of fad to 
I gleaſe their palates, no ſoft con- | 
enient bed to reſt on, nor com- 
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fortable raiment to cover them 
When, I ſay, you think on thel 
things, my dears, I hope you 
will bluſh at the idea of crying 
if every thing does not happen 
yolk! as you would with for it. 

The poor family I have bee 
telling you of, have never en 
joyed the advantages of a g000 INS 
education to make them appeu 
learned, polite, or graceful. Bulffjexc 
they have taken pains to im 
prove every virtue of the hbrartFan 
they have learned to behave with 
Fmdneſs to each other, to do fee 
the good in their power; not 
ſpend their time in ſloth and 
idleneſs, but to be diligent and 
induſtrious: to be patient, cal 
rented, and: gvod-bumonred ; to , | 

"EY = tthei 


MoTHER to hir Chtirpxkx. 139 
Wheir parents cheerfully, without 
ipputing; to be honeſt and faith- 
vin all their dealings: and 
bove all, to /ove and tru? in 


offefled by the worthy Haw- 
byns; and for theſe qualificati- 
ns they 
caFrarded; not only by enjoying 
Weace and comfort in this world, 
Which the wicked and ill-natured 
an never feel; but after this 
ecompence for all their preſent 
tof=bours in that bleſſed kingdom 
Where there ſhall be no more 
Wiſtre(s and poverty; where the 
mic ſhall be no More eſteemed 
an the poor; but where virtue 


Theſe are the qualifications. 


ſhall be amply re- 


1 Pocld is ended, they ſhall receive 


and 
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and: goodneſs alone ſhall be rg 
garded by the Lord. f 
In that kingdom, my dear 
the child of the pooreſt begg; 
(if virtuous) ſhall be infiniteh 
preferred before the greate 
prince on earth, if that prin 
is not equally good. God has aj 
pointed different ſtations in th 
world to try our different vi 
tues: but in the world to come 
righteouſneſs ſhall be the only di 
tinction. $ x 
_ Let it then, O! my children 
be your firſt, your greateſt. en 
Aeayour to acquire thoſe qualilg 
cations here, which ſhall gal 
eternal felicity for you hereaſtet 
and without which, all your othq- 
accompliſhments will be of y 

| 1 
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al ſervice, No- body can tell how 
oon they may die; and then, wit, 


7 


arning, beauty, dancing, draw- | 
ng, muſic, and fuch like, will 
totally uſcleſs! But piety, vir- 


ue, charity, benevolence, kind- 
jeſs, meekneſs, humility, and 


"Effects of which ſhall never die. 
Whouſands, and thoufands of 
ears hence, after this whole 
orld, and every thing in it is 
lolved; when the ſun, the 
don, and ſtars ſhall be no 
wore; even then, if we now do 
ut acquire theſe virtues, will 
ed continue to bleſs and 185 
ard us for them, 3 


Think of theſe* things then, 


nd-bumour, are perfections, the 


7 beloved children, an behave 
ſo 


— 
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deavour to acquire thoſe qualift 
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and goodneſs alone ſhall be ro 
garded by the Lord. 1 
In that kingdom, my dean 
the child of the pooreſt begg 
(if virtuous) ſhall be infinite! 
preferred before the greate 
prince on earth, if that prind 
is not equally good. God has a 
pointed different ſtations in th 
world to try our different vit 
tues: but in the world to come 
righteouſneſs ſhall be the only di 
tinction. | 0 
Let it then, O! my children 
be your firſt, your greateſt e 


cations here, which ſhall gage 
eternal felicity for you hereatten 
and without which, all your oth4-7 
accompliſhments will be of "iy 
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al ſervice. No- body can tell how 
oon they may die; and then, wit, 
arning, beauty, dancing, draw= 
1g, muſic, and ſuch like, will 
totally uſeleſs! But piety, vir- 
ve, charity, benevolence, kind- 
jeſs, meekneſs, humility, and 
id-bumonur, are perfections, the 
fects of which ſhall never die. 
Phouſands, and thoufands of 
fears hence, after this whole 
forld, and every thing in it is 
ifolved; when the ſun, the 
en oon, and ſtars ſhall be no 
ore; even then, if we now do 
lu acquire theſe virtues, will 
Uo] continue to bleſs and re- 
terWard us for them, 3 


2 


* Think of theſe things then, 


by beloved childten, and behave 
ſo 


10 


. 
ſo, as to confer the greateſt off, 


ell comforts upon the heart of 


er 
Your affectionate mother, en 
EL IZ. OBD. Nis 
4 7 © 2s ( 
ET TBN . 
9 | | oF | i 'F\ "on 
Mrs. Onp to Maſter Tomas OA - 4 


AY thoughts were ſo mud 
occupied when I wrot 
my two laſt letters to your ſiſtei 
by my viſit to the poor worth 
family of the Hawthorne, that 
could not forbear ſending ys 
alk an account of them; thou 
by that mean I was obliged | 
defer my copying from Mr. N 
1 HS e 


7 * 


— . 
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ens book; but having nothing 
ery particular to relate at pre- 

I will now return to it, 
nd ſend you the contents of 
"ey 


— 


CHAPTER VII. 
I wicked flee when no 


man purſueth; but the 
10 I gcghteous are 5 bold as a lion.“ 
r Fear has always been reck- 
er ed a proof of weakneſs; and 
rule more ſtrength a perſon has, fo 
aich the leſs are they ſubject to 
os paſſion. For this reafon it is, 
men are always ſuppoſed to 
de wore courage than women, 
N 8 than girls; becauſe 
i hae more ſtrength, and 
can 
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can therefore better defend then 
ſelves againſt any injury whichhene 
may be offered them. But ſtil 
there are ſych variety of injuric 
and fad accidents, which hum 
nature is perpetually liable t 
and; which no. bodily ſtrength. c- 
poſſibly ward off, that unleſs 
man has. ſomething to depenſſſen 
upon for aid, ſuperior to hiſt 
wn, arm, he will have as mufſthe 
reaſon to dread the approach eur 
every evil, as the weakeſt eh ut 
in the world can have; and! om 
ſtead of behaving courageouffhin 
will be ready to, be alarmed o 
every thing he either ſes | © 
hears, and to „ flee when bleff 
man purſueth.“ That is, to eur 
always in apprehenſion and deu 
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s if ſonfe enemy was ready to 
Wovertake and deſtroy him. 

„% Now nothing can make a 
perſon appear more contemptible 
chan ſuch puſilanimity; that is, 
ſuch cowardice, ſuch meanneſs of 
britz as it evidently diſcovers, 
either a want of proper conh- 
dence in God, or elſe a great 
defect in the underſtanding; for 
che laſt indeed, people deſerve 
dur pity, and ſo do all idiots; 
but though we muſt feel great 
ompaſſion for them, we cer- 
kinly, at the ſame time, can have 
0 opinion of their abilities. 

* You, my children, are 
pleſſed with ſenſe ſufficient for 
to our years; for which happineſs 
leon can never be too thankful 


E A8Y N 3" 
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to Almighty God, who fo gra 
ciouſly has beſtowed it upon yoy 
God, therefore, has done hi 


part; and it now depends upon 
yourſelves to make a proper ul 


of it. If, therefore, you at an 


time diſcover ſigns of cowardice 


and fear, it muſt proceed fro 
a want of truſt in God; for i 


you rely on him as you ought, 
you will find you have nothing 


to fear; fince you will Know 
that he both can and uill pro- 


tet you from all harm. I dof 


not mean that you are to run 
heedleſsly into danger: ſuch-a 
going near the horſes heels, care- 
lefsly. walking on the edge af 
a pond, or clambering in unſak 
places; than imagine that Gul 


will 
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vill preſerve you from being 
1M hart, if you do ſo: for if we do 
i uch things, we are not to expect 
the Lord will work miracles to 
le deliver us. All I mean is, that 
if people are good, and ſerve 
bod faithfully, they may be cer- 
ain of his aid and protection 
at all times; and that he will 
not permit them to meet with 
any misfortunes greater than he 
will enable them to ſupport, 
» than are proper for them to 
Dear, | 


« And ſurely the knowledge of 


ſufficient to guard us from all 
Whoſe vain alarms which many 
people feel, and thereby make 
their lives uncomfortable, What 
N > can 


this his conſtant care of us, is 
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can be more truly ridiculous 
than for a perſon to be afraid 
of, being in the dark, or alone? 
Is not this, as if they ſuppoſed 
the /un-/bine, or the candle, tool 
care of them? Or as if they;-4 
thought that if they were alone, 
they ſhould hurt themſelves, belly, 
cauſe there was no one by to 

watch them?; EW 
„And yet fooliſh as this feat 
is, there are many children who 
are weak enough to feel it. Bu 
this muſt proceed from want of 
proper reflection; from want eff 
calling to their remembrance, 
that God always ſees them, aud 
that no darineſs can poſlibly 
hide them from him. The darky 
neſs appears not dark to Gol 
the 
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the day and the night to him 
ire both alike: and © unleſs he 
protects us by his mercy all the 
"day long, we are in juſt as much 
danger as if it was mid-night; 
ind might as well be afraid at 
noon-day, or in a room 'with a 
Ichouſand lights, as if we were 
ſhut up in total darkneſs. 

« At any time if we ſhut our 
Veyes, to vs it is dark, but that 
does not prevent other people 
from ſeeing us; fo neither does 
the ſetting of the ſun, or the 
xtinguiſhing the candles, pre- 
rent the Almighty from behold- 
ing us. Or if we are left in a 
vom by ourſelves, why ſhould 
hat alarm us? We are till under 
le protection of God, as much 


N 3 as 
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as if all our acquaintances: wer no 
with us; and without his protect 
tion at l times, our friend, 
would be unable to defend us. Iſtre 
If, therefore, people wouldent 


but give themſelves time to te wh 


flect on theſe things, I think iis r 
would totally put an end to ali fro 
their vain and needleſs ſears wh 
and make them not only muchſce! 


more comfortable, but allo appeaſate 


much wer; for how fooliſh if tur 
it, to be afraid., where no fen 
152 that is, where there 1s. 
danger, In the bible this 4c 
of cowardice is always repre 
ſented as the effect of wicked; 
neſs. Thus in the words of tit 
text, you have - juſt read, th 
Weed arg ſa id to flce whe 
| 1 
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no man purſueth, but the r:ghte- 
us are as bold as a lion.“ 
A lion, you know, is a very 

ſtrong beaſt, with power ſuffici- 
Id ent to conquer almoſt every thing 
el which attacks him, and therefore 
i is not ſuppoſed to ſuffer any thing 
alYfrom the emotions of fear: even 
when he ſleeps, it is faid he 
ſeeks not a place of particular 
ſafety, knowing no one will ven- 
ture to go near him. Righteous 
capeople are therefore compared to 
ins; becauſe, truſting with con- 
fdence in the protection of God, 
hey ſuffer not from thoſe ap- 
Wrehenfions which diſtreſs the 
Woloms of the wicked. 
[They know that ſo long as 
ey ſerve God, and keep his com- 


mand- 
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mandments, fo long they ma 
be ſure of his love and favor. 
And they know, that He wht 
male them, muſt be ſufficienth 
powerful to take care of them. 

hey know alſo that he obſerves 
every thing that paſſes in the 
whole univerſe, and that nothing 
can happen to them: contrary t 
his permiſſion. 9 
„ This gives them undaunte 
courage, and enables them tt 
ſay, The Lord is my help, whon 
then ſhall I fear? The Lord i 
my defence, of whom then hal 
J be. afraid?“ I know that no 
thing can hurt me without by 
leave; and I am ſure he will nw 
give leave for any thing fo 
do, unleſs in his great wide 


| > —— — 
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e ſees it to. be proper for me 
i ſuffer; and if that is the 
ale, it will be my duty to ſub- 
hit with patience: but ſo long 
n he is pleaſed to keep me free 
<J'om any diſaſter, ſo long I will 
+Mijoy his mercy, and not diſtreſs 
-My{clf with fooliſh fears. And 
ppoſing any accident ſhould | 
Pappen, which ſhould even de- 
tive me of life; ſtill, whilſt my 
ſcience tells me, that I enjoy 
e favor of the Lord, I will 
Wt fear: for death itſelf, though || 
will deſtroy my Lody, will be | 
for from hurting my for, 
ht on the contrary, it will 
2 duct that to great and eternal 
ll et; for God loves me, 


and 
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and all hem God loves, {hal | 
be forever happy. 

With thoughts like theſe, mz 
dear children, may good people 
at all times, either in light, 0 
darkneſs; whether alone, or ii 
company, and drive away vat 
fear from their hearts, and rel 
with confidence upon that powe 
who alone can defend them fron 
every danger. But with th" 
wicked it is far otherwiſe; they 
indeed, may well be terrified 
every trifling event; even thi; 
found of the baking of a ſes 
the Scriptures tell us, is ſuffi 
cient to alarm the guilty. 
Inſtead of being able, lik 
the righteous, to look up wit 


confidence to God, as their fri 
al 
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nd Protector; to them he appears 
nly as an angry, Being, with 
o wer ſufficient. to deſtroy them. 
ey are conſcious that they 
ave greatly offended him, and 
now that he has threatened to 
uniſh their offences; no wonder 
jen they ſhould be afraid, ex- 
pled , as they are to. ſo many 
ngers, liable to be hurt and 
eftroyed by them all, unleſs the 
mighty guards and defends 

lem. . 
e Inſtead of being able to ſay, 
Irhe Lord is my help, I will 
it fear what man can do unto. 
e. They only have cauſe to 
1, Human nature, I know, is 
iy weak, ſubject to a thouſand 
ie accidents, liable to a prodi- 
" | gious 
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gious number of misfortunes lake 
and ſickneſſes, and expoſed al{Mh: 
to many injuries from the illſſe a 
natured and wicked part of mani 
kind. All theſe may, fot -aughWhe: 
I know, befall me: God has proſpo v 
miſed to defend the righteous 
and let no evil happen to then 
but ſuch as 1s proper for them 
but I have ſo often diſobeye 
his. laws, that I cannot expel 
ſuch mercy; on the contrary, 
know that he is diſpleaſed wit 
me; and inſtead of defending me 
will moit undoubtedly puniſb mt 
if not in this world, yet in-thFlil; 
which is to come: greatly, thera 
fore, do I fear to die; yet do 1 
in, continual dread, leſt any thi 
ſhould approach to hurt me, nd 

| I 3 tal: V. 
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e away my life; for I know 
God has laid, It ſhall not 
eue with the wicked“. 

„Such, my dears, may well be 
e reflections of the ungodly; 
do wonder then they fear being 
Weft alme, and in the dark, when 
ey can neither converſe, or ſee 
o do any thing to amuſe them- 
elves, and keep their minds from 
Whioking on ſuch (ad, melancholy 
ubjects. Do you therefore, my 
dren, fear alone to diſpleaſe God, 
nd you' will have nothing elfe 
du need to fear. Serve him, and 
llipgently - keep his command- 
ents, by endeavouring at all 
Wines to do what is right; and 
hen you will find ſuch peace 
d joy in your minds, ' fuch 
Vor. II. O cheerful 
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158 
cheerful reliance upon his merg 
at all times, that you will fee 
no more tendency of fear wher 
in the dark, or alone, than you 
do at noon- day amidſt all your 
friends. . 554 | . 4 
It is guilt makes people fear- 
ful. When you have commited no 
crime, for which you are con- 
ſcious of deſerving blame, you 


never fear to come into the pre- 


| ſence of your parents, or teachers; 
but when you have diſobeyed they 
orders, when you have done any 
thing which you know they haye 
forbidden, or neglected what they 
ſtrictly commanded you to do; 


then, when you. have approached 
before them, with what ſhame 
and confuſion has it been; What 

| bluſhe 1 


Mor HER f her CHILDREN, 159 


hluſhes have covered your coun- 
tenance, and what uneaſy feelings 
have diſtreſſed your hearts, whilſt 
you have been afraid left every 
word you uttered, or which any 
body ſpoke, ſhould lead to a 
diſcovery of your navghtineſs, 
ind draw upon you the puniſh- 
ment you were conſcious of de- 
ſerving? And fo it is that fin 
makes cowards of every body; 
they know they cannot flee from 
the preſence of their God; and 
therefore always feel uneaſy, and 
m. apprehenſions of his chaſ- 
tiſements. 

„Would you, therefore, not 
de looked upon as a coward, 
and fuffer the tormenting fear 
of God s anger, do that which is 
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right, and you ſhall enjoy thelfs;; 
delightful pleaſure of his ap 
probation. No uneaſy apprehen 
tions ſhall then diſturb you! 
mind; no dread of future evil 
imbitter your preſent moments 
but with a cheerful compoſure 
known only by the virtuous, yo 
ſhall paſs your days in ſerenity, 
and your nights free from al 
terrifying fears; for though the 
wicked, ſcared by their own con- 
ſciences, may well ee when m 
man  purſueth, yet depend upon 
it, the righteous will be bold as aff gif 
lion. cod 
I cannot conclude this dil- 
courſe, without giving you one m 
precaution ; Jeſt you ſhould have; 
miſunderſtood what I have al- I 10 
ready 


MorRzx to her CHD REV. 16x 
ready laid, and ſuppoſe, by my 
o earneſtly recommending* cove 
Ie, that T would wiſh yöu t6 
oe no precaution, but fieedleff- 
ly run into any danger without 
Fronfidering the conſequence” of 
ech condut. . 
But this is not at all. m 
meaning; prudence is as nö 
fry for us as courage; though 
to be raid where there is no 
danger, and not to have reſolution 
to bear patiently any misfortünes 
which may happen to befall us, 
diſcovers. great childi/hnefs and 
oo =e2*neſs of mind. Yet to run 
needlefsly into danger, and ex- 


ien pöſe © rr 
7e pole ourſelves to accidents with- 
2 


out necefff ty, is not leſs ricicu- 
bus and biamedble; Althölgt 
us, and blameable- ugh, 
8 O 3 therefore, 
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therefore, I would wiſh you both Sha 
to have too much courage to be, tepe 
like filly children, afraid of they 
know not what; aud too muct 
reſolution to cry, and make great 
lamentation upon every little 
hurt, or trifling diſappointment;Þ 
yet Kill would I by no mean— 
adviſe you to act upon any occa- 
ſion without prudence and thought. 
God, my dears, has bleſſed you 
with reaſon: exert, therefore, your 
thoughts and underſtandings, and] 
at all times behave yourlelye 
like reaſunable. creature. 
I have, juſt finiſhed this chap- . 
ter in due. for dinner is now, ho 
J am told, upon the table, whichÞur 
prevents. my adding anotherfny 
word, except to aſſure you _ nd 
What! 
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Jvhat I never can too fegen 
tepeat, that 1 am, 2 


Your mo e motler,- 


e : Er iz. Ons. 
bs 198 
18 — — — —_ — 
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B=ERTTER Ni. . 
ary Mrs. Onp to Miſs Mazy Or, 


HIS letter, my dear girl, 
[ I believe will be the, faſt 
p-ſ| ſhall ſend before I return to 
W. hon. O! what pleaſure do ”K 
chÞurpoſe to myſelf in meeting 
ery three beloved children; and 
off grangh them, I date ſay, im- 


jth: proved 
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proved in my abſence, by all that 
good advice I have 'tranſmitted 
to them from Mr. Newton's 
book. I cannot help lamenting 
that I muſt leave it before I have 
been able to tranſcribe it all; as 
J think it is written in a ſtyle 
you can well underſtand, anc 
contains ſubjects of the utmoſiſ'® | 
importance for you to be a and 
quainted with. iron 

Perhaps you wilt think thi B 
might borrow it for you; but ſubj 
cannot make this requeſt, as ent 
obſerve Miſs and Maſter N] 
are very fond of it, and conſtant} 
read ſome part of it every day 
and, indeed appear greatly to pf 
fit from it; 24 they are remark 
mw "os children, and pay gre! 

gttentidl 


atte 
and 
the 
whi 
tho 
ſerv 


any 
thin 


N 
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Iittention to whatever they read, 
Yand always try to improve b 
Ie good advice they meet with; 
which indeed is the only me- 
thod to make reading of any 
ervice: for the number of books 
Jay perſon reads will ſignify no- 
ching, unleſs they carefully try 
io remember what they peruſe, 
Ind practice the good they learn 
from them. ED 
But I will talk more on this 
ſubject when I ſee you, at pre- 


: 
opy from the dear little book. 
tl 


jl CHAPTER VIII. 


R. ghteous man regardeth 
the life of his beaſt; but 


ent I will delay no longer to 


the 


166 LETTERS from a © 


the tr mercies 'of che wicke 
are cruel,” 1 
* God Almighty, ho! cre vil 
ated all mankind, and formedey 
them with a ſoul immortal, caqens 
pable of enjoying eternal hap: plac, 
paneſs, giving them likewiſe rea 
ſon and underſtanding to con 
template his marvellous - works 
and to learn and obey his will 
created alſo the beaſts” of th 
field, the birds of the air, tha 
fiſhes of the ſea, and thofe in 
numerable variety of reptiles an 
inſets, which we ſer ever) 
where abound. Many of * 
living creatures (which - ds 
called the brute creation) are ex 
tremely ſerviceable to man: whaſf 
2 of them ſupply fi 
will 


vith 
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Frith daily food, and clothing, 
hilſt others greatly lighten the 
vil of his life, by the aſſiſtance 
ey, affard him in carrying bur- 
ens, and removing him from 
Place to place. Others, again, 
re ſerviceable in medicine, and 
jelp. to reſtore him to health, 
hen pining under pain and 


ickneſs. And all kind of living 


4 


88222 


* une whoſe various uſes are 
t preſent unknown to us, yet, 
aoubtleſs, are of ſome ſervice in 


he 


ue world, though we et 
ell what it is; otherwiſe, 


er does any thing in vain, would 
ot have created them. 


ons, one would think nobody 
would 


. od of perfect wiſdom, who e 


« From all theſe end 


168 LETTERS from 'a 
would be found wicked enough: 
to treat them with unkindnellcc 
and cruelty: yet, ſuch is th, 
baſeneſs of ſome. people's hearts 
they ſeem even to find pleaſure; 
tormenting thoſe animals whic 
fall within their power; and 
becauſe they can neither ſpeak 
nor yet revenge themſelves, en 
tirely diſregard the agonies the 
put them to, never conlideringl; 
that their ſufferings are juſt aſh 
acute as their own would de 
or as if they were endowed wi 
the faculty of ſpeech. Many ol 
them indeed, ſuch as fiſh, bird 
and the, leſſer inſects, are quit 
filent, even, when in the mol 
exquiſite torture; butothers again 
by their ſcreams © and. ., grand 
| ſufficient 
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ufficientiy indicate their diſ- 
tefs; and woe” be to thoſe who 
ot any thing needleſsly to pain, 
| — God created to live and 
8 according to its lit⸗ 
aculties! 
Mankind, indeed, may law- 
ally kill them for food, or if 
hey are troubleſome unto him; 
is God has in the ſcriptures 
Wiven him leave to do: but in 
Pe ſcriptures he has alſo for- 
idden him to be cruel, and gi- 
Wn it as one fign of a righteors 
Aan, that he regard (that is, 
ill be gentle to, and take care 


| 


in 
0 city he has alſo deſcribed as 
uu fign of wickedneſs -* The ten- 


ner mercies of the wicked (faith 
at Vol. II. * he) 


f) the life of his beaſt. And 
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he) are cruel.” As if it ba 
been ſaid, Lou may judge e 
the goodneſs: of a perſon's diſ 
poſition, by the manner it 
which they behave to duml 
animals; for a righteous perſo 
will pay. great .regard to the lik 
af them; he will be very ca: 
tious not to torment and hut 
even. a beaſt; he will conſide 
that every thing which bath life 
can ſuffer pain as much as bimſelf 
and as he likes not his ow! 
fleſh to be tormented, . ſo hi: 
he far too much tenderneſs, . 
torment any thing which can feel 
any thing that the ſame G0 
who made him hath created. 


% Whereas the wicked, conyl is ] 


fider none of theſe Wies War 
| nc 


and regards it when ſhewn even - 


| 
1 
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their moſt tender acts, which 
they perhaps think deeds of mer- 
are ſcarcely better than cru- 
5 ſo barbarous and hard heart- 


led are they, they regard not 


what pain they init upon all 
animals which are in their power. 
„ Such, my dear children, is 
the meaning of the text you 
have juſt read, and which was 
vritten to inform us of God's 
great abhorrence of all kind of 
cruelly; and likewiſe to acquaint 
us, that he approves of ' mercy, 


to beaffs and inſects, as one mark 
of righteouſye/s which is well 
pleaſing unto him: for ſo great 
is his love of mercy, even to- 


wards brutes, that in another 


F 4 part 


NY ner. | 
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part of the ſcripture he com- 
manded, that if a perſon ſaw 


the n or the aſs of his great - 


eſt enemy fallen down beneath 
too heavy a load, he ſhould not 


carry his reſentment to the beaſts} 


maſter ſo far, as to paſs by and 


take no notice of the poor crea- 
wry 8 ſufferings „but ſhould ſure- 
y ſtay and help him. Much 


A therefore, can he approye 


* thoſe 


beat them i in an unmerciful man- 


to him, when there appears to 
be /ome kind of .vſe in it, much 
more ſo . muſt be that wanton 
cruelty, which delights to beat, 
cut, and maim, beaſts, birds, 


z 


people, who not only 
overload 40 horſes, but then 


And if this is diſpleaſing 


iſh, 


ane 
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Wiſh, reptiles, and inſects, for no 
wihone good purpoſe in the world. 
t- Never, therefore, my dears, 
Mopon' any account, give way to 
this ungenerous, unmerciful diſ po- 
tion. Many children, I doubt 
not, have been guilty of it, 
through i tgnorance of the real 
crime it was; and alſo from not 
ibeing- aware that thoſe dumb 
e creatures felt as much pain as 
Ichemſelves would, were they to 


ade uſed in the ſame manner; 


= that pulling off the leg or wing: 
8 of a fly, gives as much pain, 

0 Fin proportion. to their little bo- 
h dies, as tearing off a leg or arm 


ngwould from them; and running 


„pins through a cockchafer, and 


57 ſuch kind of things, cauſes thei 


28 not 
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not leſs ſuffering, than a ſtak 
driven through their own bodies 
would do. 

If, therefore, the thought 
ef ſuch agonies are horrid to 
yourſelves, - inflict them not, i 
you have any mercy, any com- 
ballion, upon the ſmalleſt inſect; 
but treat * 5 with gentleneſs, eve 
humanity, and kindneſs, as be- ¶ him 
ings created by God, and by] ſait 
him given to you, to do.youf *' 
ſervice; - but not to be tormentedſ yo! 
and abuſed. And however peo-¶ cor 
ple may diſregard their conducti be 
in this particular, it will notÞ yo! 
be diſregarded by the Lord: me 
he obſerves all our actions, andſſ ha 
has. not thought it beneath his] yo! 
dignity to declare, that. Theſ ho 
2 mercifi 
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merciful man doeth good to his 
own ſoul;* that is, provides good 
for his ſoul in another- world, 
when all good actions ſhall be 
rewarded: But he that is cruel! 
troubleth his own fleſh;* that 
is, he not only tormenteth the 
Ifleſh of others, but -provideth. 
, even- trouble and anguiſh for 
;-Nbimſelf; for, There is no peace, 
JE faith my God to the wicked.” 
u You muſt now, my dears, take 
ed your leave of Mr. Newton's diſ- 
2-E courſes, as I certainly ſhall not 
ay be able to tranſcribe any more, 
ot your papa having juſt informed 
me, that we ſhall (if nothing 
nd happens to prevent) return to 
you next Thurſday. To deſcribe 
now ardently I wiſh for the 
moment 


—— ——— — — . 


176. LETTERS n a, &. 
moment when I ſhall again em- 
brace you all in my arms is 
impelſible. Never have I been 
abſent from you before, and 1 
hope nothing may again happen 
to render it neceſſary; for, be- 
lieve me, ſuch ſeparation is very 


21 to, 


Your affectionate motber, || , 


EL1Z. Ox. Anect 
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